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THE AlL-INDIff^tetlC-CONFERENCE. 


The Thdstic Conference toda^ h twenty.fouV 
years old. It oripnattd .at Allahabad in 
December of i8S8. The pres-'enee of a large hum- 
ber_ of representative Brahmo gentlemen' from 
various prls of the country at" Allahabad on the 
occasion' of the session of the Indian National 
Congress svas taken ndr-antage of„and a Brahmo 
Conference was then organised. Orer a hundred 
Brahmo gentlemen andsome visitors attended the 
meeting, which was held in the Colonelganj School 
premises; and the local members, though few 

tXdl ‘■'Aoniab 

to ho]4 the conference and* to dVe an 
ment to the assembled friends After divme scr' 
^ce conducted by Pandit Lachman Prasad 
the Hon'ble Mr. M. G. Ranade ivas voted" to the 

chair Brides the chairman, the Hon'bteHlr. 1 

M. Bose, Mrs A Bose, Babu BmimTs i, • t. 
ofLucknow, Mr Baldeonaniin of S'pa T 
•S N. AgnihotriofLahoreandafewohL!;:?^ 
each on the work of the Btahme e . ^ 

Province I. was resolvj thaTa Tonf^^^ 

^held eieiy year m the piare ^tcThril?’’' 
Walmnal Congress happened to hold ifs 

Pandit S N. Sastri'wascIftctL 

next year. ♦ Secretary for the 
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The Second Conference was held in December 
l8^ in Bombay In an organised rnanner. Pandit 
S.N.-Sastri, M.^, as Secretary, had issued circular 
Ictters’^to all S.'imajcs to Join and to communicate 
the suBjeeta which th^- wanted to be discussed 
>at ^fte* Conference. The meetings^ ere held in 
thi ^fandir'^f; ^he 3o‘mbay Prarthana SamaJ at 
(jirgaum and'thc attendance was laipc. Represent* 
ati^'cs from the Samajes of Madras, Coimbatore, 
JBellary, Poona, v'ihmcdnagar, Pandharpur, Baroda 
Ahmcdabad, Indore, Nasik, Lahore, Quetta,' 
Hyderabad (Sindh), Dumaron, Karachi, DhubrI 
Bagcrhat, Calcutta ttnd Shillong were present. Rev. 

P, C. Mazoomdar Came down from Calcutta to 
participate In the proceedings. Pandit S. N. Sastr! 
was present as Secretary. Several addresses were 
delivered and some, resolutions were passed,' the 
roost important of which was one for the esta-, 
blishment of a Theistic Union with the object of 
promoting fco-operatin amongst the flifTcrentTheist- 
ic bodies by means of 

(t») Holding united serviws and social gather- 
ings. . 

• X^) ’tj'oiftt "^cflbrts for the propagation of the ^ 
common principles of Theism and also for the 
promotion of the general interest of its members. 

(f) Combintngforfhc promotion of common 
philanthjhpic and charitable objects and • ‘ • 

^ (<f) Such" other measures as rnay • suggest 

thpfTHplvrs from timp to 
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The late PAndlt Navinchandra Roy was 
appointed Secretary of the Union, ‘ •* j 

The -Third Conference was held in Calcutta 
in Dumber -iSga ^ The inaugural' meeting was 
held on Sunday, the 28 th December 1890, ^at 52-2 
Park Stieetjthe residence of MaharshiDftvpndranath , 
■Tagore. Babu ^ t>\Vijendranath Tagore )ve\come 5 
the delegetes. After the address of^uelcome, 
Divine Service was commenced with a hymn by 
Babu Rabindranath Tagore. The whole assembly 
was led by the Maharshi himself in reciting the 
adoration and the prayer. The Maharshi pro- 
nounced a ‘benediction in Sanskrit The meeting 
was subsequent!/ addressed by the late Mr, 
M. G. Ranade and Rev. P. C. Matoomdar. 
The second meeting was held at the ‘ City 
Collie Hall on the 30lh December under the 
Presidentship of the late Babu Gunabhlram Barua 
of Assam. The third meeting was held sat the 
City College Jfall on the 31st December, when 
the late Babu Haradayal Roy was voted to the 
chair. The conference expressed sorrow at the 
^eath of their Secretary, Pandit Natnnchandra 
•Iflayand passed several resolutions. Pandit S, N. 
Sastri was elected the General Secretary, for the 
next year with two Assistant^ Secretaries. A 
working committee was also formed, t A ve^ im- 
portant resolution was passed this year to the 
effect that ‘the working cocrlmUtee *be^ asked to 
■ consider the question of the raising of the age of 
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consent of unmarried girls in consultation nith 
the leaders of the different Thcistic Churches in 
India and, if advnsable, to send up a memorial to 
Go\emmcnt on the subject. 

The Fourth Thcistic Conference was held at 
Nagpur on the 31st December iSpi^in the reading- 
room of the delegates to the National Congress. 
The attendance uas meagre and there was not* 
much enthusiasm. As there was no local 
thcistic organisation, it was difficult to arrange 
for meetings and nothing seems to ha\e been done 
except the appointment of a General Working 
Committee with the late Messrs. V. A. Modak and 
S. P. Kelkar as Joint-Secretaries. ^ 

The Fifth Thcistic Conference was held m 
1S92 at Allahabad, the place of its origin : but as 
there was no regular Samaj at that an 

workers were very few the attendance at the Crrnfcr- 
ence was not large. A prayer meeting aas held oti 
the fir.t day, the agth December, at the house of 
Mr. Roshanlal. The second meeting uas held on the 
30th December at the bungalow of Babu Charu 
Chandra Mrtra. The third meeting was held at 
the-shamiana of the Congress Camp, under the- 
presidentship of Mr. Nagarkar of Bombay. Mr. 
V. A, Modak ur»- appointed Secretary and Messrs. 
S. P. Kelkar and C N. Bhatta as Joint-Secretaries.' 

No Conference »as held in the year 1S93, itr 
-ivhich year the Congress eras held at -Lahore in' 
1S94, the Conference iras held in Madras, ft 
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jnet at the quarters of the Bombay delegates to the 
National Congress on the 29th December. Dr. 
Bhandarkar presided About forty .Theists» 
mostly belonging to the Madras Presidency, %iere 
■present All the theists assembled m the 
S I. Brahmo Samaj Mandir to witness a Brahmo 
marriage. The service was conducted by Dr. 
Bhandatkar. The evening Sunday service was 
<onducted by Prof. Heramba Chandra Maitra, 5UA, 
The concluding divine serxicc of the Thelstic Con- 
ference was conducted by Mr Ramanuja Chartar, 
In 1895, the Thelstic Conference was held at 
Poona from the adth December to 3olh December, 
■Nshen the following was the programme . adth— 
Opening service ; 37th— At a 'meeting several 

subjects were discussed ; 30th— Conversation at 
Dr R. G Bhandarkar’s Sangamasrama. 

In 1896 the Tlieistic Conference met for the 
second time in Calcutta This year no previous 
arrangements had been made as on the first occa- 
sion A Conference was held in the Sadharan 
Brahmo Samaj Mandir on the 30th December. 
The proceedings commenced with ff hymn and 
short prayer, after which the Hon’ble Mr.A'. M. 
Bose, on behalf of the Theists of Calcutta, accorded 
a warm welcome to the assembled Theists from the 
other Provinces The Hoiu Mr. Justice Ranade 
was elected President Rao Bahadur C N Bhat 
from the Bombay Presidency, Mr M S Advani 
from Karachi, Mr. Ram Chandra Keshav of Indore, 
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Jlr. A. C. Mojumdar of Lahore made short 
speeches descriptive of the condition of the Samajes 
in their rcspectiw provinces. The Rev. JaniM Har- 
iTOod, who «'3s present, also addressed the meeting. 
In 1897, the National Congress met at Amraoti, 
ivhere a C6nference could • not •• be arranged. 
In 189S, the Conference was held at Madras for 
the second time. Two meetings were held on the 
30th and 31st December at the residence of the 
Hon. Mr. M. G. Ranadc. There tvas a large 
audience composed of delegates from se%eral 
Samajes and visitors. Among those present were 
theHon-Mr.W.G. Ranade. Messrs. Ramananda 
Chatteiji, R. Venkataratnam Naidu, ma, H.Nararn 
Rao. V. Gorindan BA., Rao Bahadur 

Viresalingam Pantulu, Rev. S. Fletcher Williams. 
Rao Bahadur Viresalingam Pantulu was elected 
Chairman. Messrs, R. Venkataratnam Naidu, 
Ramananda Chatterji, S. P. Narasimhiu Naidu of 
Coimbatore and the Honljlc Mr. M. G. Ranade 
delivered addresses ; and several Resolutions wero 
passed. The proceedings concluded with a benedic- 
tion by the Hon. Justice Ranade. 

The two following years, 1S99 and 1900, no 
'^eistic Conference was held either at Lucknow 
or:at Lahore, wHere the Indian National Congress 
^met In 'the year 1901, the Conference met 
for the third time in Calcutta. This time the 
Conference was \-er>' successful. Mr Satyendranath 
Tagore was elected Chairman of the Reception 
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Committee and the llonble Mr Justice Chanda* 
varkar was elected Pr^idcnt of the Conference. 
The meetings were held in the City College Hall 
A grand reception was given to the President 
at the Howrah Railway station The Indian 
Soaal Reformer of Bombay wrote about this year’s 
Conference as follows "The Thcistfc Conference, 
oi^nised by the Calcutta Theists, was the occasion 
of much inspiring intercourse with some of the 
best minds of the country It more than others 
impressed one with the fact that in spite of all our 
shortcomings there are men and women m India 
at the present day who live for the ideal The 
Theists of India have a great future before them, 
I and we look upon the Theistic Conference as 
the most important of allournational organisations.” 
Pfot B N Sen, a., read a paper on the position 
and prospects of Theism mlndia on thezyth Decem- 
ber 1901 Another paper on Thcistic mission 
work was read by Dr V Rai on 28th December 
An evening party was held at 6 Dwarkanath 
Tagores Lane when over 250 ladies and gentlemen, 
many of whom were delegates and visitors from 
the mofussil were present A dinner party was 
given at the City College at which over 50 dele- 
gates were present, j 

In 1902 the Conferencewas heldat Ahmedabad 
where good arrangements were made by 
the encigetic secretary, Mr Ramanbb^ Mahi- 
patram There were two sittin gs presided over by 



[ 6 3 

Jlr. A. C. Mojumdar of Laliorc made short 
speeches descriptive of the condition of the Samajes 
in their respectire provinces. The Rev. James Har- 
wood, who was present, also addressed the meeting. 
In 1897, the National Congress met at Amra^i, 
where a (inference could not "be arranged. 
In 1898, the Conference was held at Madras for 
the second time. Two meetings w ere held on tlie 
30th and 3tst December at the residence of the 
Hon Mr. M. G. Ranade. There was a large 
audience composed of delegates from several 
Samajes and visitors. Among those present were 
the Hon. Mr. M G. Ranade, Messrs. Ramananda 
Chatterjl, R. Venkataratnam Naidu, it A., H Narain 
Rao, lt.A.,C.L., V. Govindan B.A., Rao Rahadur 
Vifcsalingam Pantulu, Rev. S. Fletcher Williams. 
Rao Bahadur VireSaUngam Pantulu was elected 
Chairman. Messrs. R. Venkataratnam Naidu. 
Ramananda Chatterjl, S P. Narasimhlu Naidu of 
Coimbatore and the HonTile Mr. M. G. Ranade 
delivered addresses j and several Resolutions were 
passed The proceedings concluded with a benedic- 
tion by the Hon Justice Ranade. 

The two following years, 1899 2*^d 1900, no 
Theistic Conference was held either at Lucknow 
or at Lahore, wKere the Indian National Congress 
'met. In the >ear 1901, the Conference met 
for the third time in Calcutta. This time the 
Conference was % erj* successfuL Mr Satjendranath 
Tagore was elected Chairman of the Reception 
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Committee and the ''llon’ble Mr. Justice Chanda- 
varkar was elected President of the Conference. 
The meetings were held in the City College Hall. 
A grand reception was given to the President 
at the Howrah Railway station. The Indian 
Soaal Refomur of Bombay wrote about this year’s 
Conference as follows “The Theistfe Conference, 
organised by the Calcutta Theists, w as the occasion 
of much inspiring intercourse w ith some of the 
best minds of the country It more than others 
impressed one with the fact that in spite of all our 
shortcomings there are men and women in India 
at the present day who live for the ideal The 
Theists of India have a great future before them, 
and we look upon the Theistic Conference as 
the most important of all our national organisations." 
Pro! B H. Sen, M fu, read a paper on the position 
and prospects of Theism inlndia on thc27th Decem- 
ber 1901 Another paper on Theistic mission 
work was rend by Dr V, Raj on 38th December. 
An evening party was held at 6 , Dwarkanath 
Tagore’s Lane, ^Yheno\e^ 250 ladies and gentlemen, 
manyofwhom were delates and msitors from 
the mofussil, were present. A dinner party was 
gn-cn at the City College, at which o\er 50 dele- 
gates were present. ^ 

In 1902. the Conferencewas held at Ahmedabad 
where good arrangements were made by 
the energetic sccretaij, Mr Ramanbha'! Mahi- 
patram There rrcre tnomttin gs presided orer by 
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‘Dr Bhandarkar and ' Rao Baha'dur Lalsankar 
Umaisankar. • Though there were not many dele- 
gates from other pronnccs, thcBombay Presidency 
vns fairly well represented. Eight resolutions were 
passed. 

- In 1903, the Conference vras held in Madras 
This was the third Conference in Southern India. 
The Conference was ‘held on the 29th and 30th 
December. It was attended representatives 
and visitors from the following places: Bombay, 
Indore, Calcutta, Kakina,Midnapore,Dogra,Secun* 
derabad, Parlakimedi, Cocanada, Dinajpore, Manga- 
lore, Tinnevelly, Cuddalorc^ Ncllore, BapaUa, Bei- 
^vada, MasuHpatam Rajahmundo'> Parchoor, 
Tenali, SattenapalH and Russelkonda. Several 
resolutions were passed. 

' In ^904, it veas the t\JTn of Bombay to orga- 
nise the Conference and a very successful session 
was held in the capital of Western India-Thcrc were 
representatives from Bengal, the Punjab, Sindh, 
^ladras and GuzeratThough the formal proceedings 
of the Conference were confined to the 27th and 
28th December, the whole week was practically 
devoted to the work of the Conference. Divine 
Service was conducted at the Prarthana Samaj 
every morning. Bl^i prakash Dpv conducted ser- 
vice and deli%‘ered a stirring sermon on the morning 
of 25th December. He also delivered a lecture 
on the 27th. The Conference was formally opened 
on the 28th morning, when the Hon. Mr. Jusfice 
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Dr Dhandarkar and Rao Bahadur Lalsankar 
Uraaisankar Though there were not man> dele- 
gates from other provinces, thcBombay Presidency 
^yas fairly well represented Eight resolutions were 
passed 

In 1903 the Conference was held m Madras. 
This was the third Conference In Southern India 
The Conference was held on the spih and 301) 
December It was attended by representative 
and visitors from the following places Bombay 
Indore, Calcutta Kaktna Midnapore Bogra«Secun 
derabad Parlakimedi, Cocanada, Dinajpore,, Manga- 
lore Tmnevelly. Cuddalore Nellore Bapatia Bez^- 
wada ^lasuhpatam Ra^ahmundry, Parchoor, 
Tenali Sattenapalli and Russclkonda. Several 
resolutions were passed 

In 1904 vt was the turn of Bombay to orga- 
nise the Conference and a very successful session 
was held in the capital of Western India. There were 
representatives from Bengal the Punjab Sindh, 
JIadras and GuzeratThougli the formal proceedings 
of the Conference were confined to the 27th and 
28th December the whole week was practically 
devoted to the work of the Conference. Divine 
Service was conducted at the Prartbana Samaj 
every morning Bl^i Prakash Dev conducted ser- 
vice and delivered a stirring sermon on the morning 
of 2Sth December He also delivered a lecture 
on the 27th. The Conference was formally opened 
m the 28th morning, when the Hon, Mr Justice 
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Ohandavarkar, as President of the Bombay Prar- 
thana Samaj, cordially welcomed the delegates. 
Dr Bhandarkar was elected President of the 
'Conference. BabuHemchandra Sarkar, m A., deliver- 
ed a lecture on the Mission of the Brahmo Samaj 
jThe Conference met at noon, when Dr Bhandarkar 
^delivered his presidential address, Itwasfollovv- 
'ed by short speeches by representatives orr the 
:growth and prospects of Theism in their rcspec- 
-tive provinces — Bhai Prakash Dev and Prof 
Ruchiram Sahni, M a , speaking about the Punjab. 
Messrs V R. Shmdc and Ramanbhai Mahipatram 
about Bombay, Messrs G Subba Rso and D V Pra 
kasaRao about Madras, Prof N C Mitra about 
Behar, Lala Kashi Ram and Babu Hemchandm 
£arkar on the prospects of Theism m India 
generally One of the delightful functions 
jif connection with the Conference was a love- 
feast The dinner, at which His Highness the 
Gaekwar of Earoda was present^was a great success. 
It had been first arranged that the members 
•of the A rya Samaj and the delegates 
to the Social Conference would join m the 
<imner, Seth Damodardas of the Prarthana Samaj 
•offering to bear all the expenses, theSecretary cftlie 
Bombay Arya Samaj, had accented the invitation 
on behalf of 150 members of his Samaj But 
in the end they withdrew because amongst the 
■guests there was a Brahmo con%ert from Maho« 
jnedanism There were afterdinner speeches 
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one of which was from His Highness the- 

Gaekwar. 

In December 1905, the Thelstfc Conference w-as 
held at Henarcs. It was apprehended that the 
absence of a Brahmo Samaj at Benares would 
render it diflicult to make the Conference successful 
there But happily the apprehension pro\-ed 
groundless, Babu Gurudas Chakravart! of Banklpur 
and Babu Mahendra Nath Sarkar of Cawnpore 
made the neccssar>' arrangements. A laige number 
of ladies and gentlemen from all parts of India 
assembled and they were all located In the- ■' 
spacious building of the London Mission High , 
School, In Benares . Cantonment Se«nty five . 
representatives from dlflcfent Samajes rvere present 
The Conference commenced on the 24th with 
sankirtan and divine service, and concluded on 
the 3 1st with a pritibhojan. In the absence of Dr_ ' 
Bhandarkar, Chairman of IheConfcrence Committee^ 
Prof. Ruchlram Sahnl welcomed the delagates, 
on behalf of the reception committee. Pandit 
Sivanath Sastrl was elected President of tho 
Conference. On the 27th Divine service was- 
conducted by Rev. Promotho Lai Sen. In the- 
aftemoon^here was a very successful Nagar San- 
kirtan. On the 2(Ith Divine service was conducted 
by Babu Umesh Chandra Datta. Mr Desai of 
Indore read a thoughtful paper on the relation 
of the Brahmo Samaj to Hinduism. 

In the Dccember.of 1906, theTheisticConference 
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was held in Calcutta and arrangements for the recep- 
tion of the delegates were made on a liberal scale^ 
^vorthy of the head quarters of the Brahmo Saraaj 
The Conference this year an unprecedented 
success A very large number of delegates repre 
senting every part of India and numbering o\er two 
hundred were present There were two establish- 
ments for the accommodation of the delegates on& 
AV? .vAtfWf mast those fiom 

outside Bengal were put up the other at theVictoria. 
Institution Divine Service \vas held at the City 
College for the delegates every morning and 
evening for several days Prof Heramba Chandra 
Maitra MJt, conducted service on the first day In 
the evening an interesting prayer meeting was held 
in which hymns were sung and prayers were offered 
m Bengali, Telugu Sindhi Hindustani and En- 
glish Prof Benoyendranath Sen M a., also conduct- 
ed the service one rooming The Conference- 
met at the spacious Hall of the City College 
The hall was packed with a large number of ladies 
and gentlemen Among the audience were also 
a few European ladies and gentlemen and by a 
happy coincidence Mr G ferown a member of 
the Executive Committee of the ^Brjj«sh and 
Toreign Unitarian Associatiorj^ happened to bft 
in Calcutta and attended the Conference with his 
sister The proceedings commenced with a. 
hymn sung by Rev Bbat Tyailokyanath SanyaU 
followed by a prajer hy Bab^UmeshchandraDutta. 
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II H the Maharaji of Mourbhanj, as Chairman 
•of the Reception Committee, read a thoughtful 
address Mr R. Venkataratnam, L.T, was 
olected President of the Conference and deliver* 
•ed an eloquent address Resolutions were passed 
•expressing regret at the death of Mr A M Rose, 
Mr Maheschandra Sen and Mr S P Kelkar of 
Indore. Several Resolutions were passed as in 
previous years. Pandit S N Sastri read a 
■very thoughtful paper on ' Has the Brahmo 
Sama; lost its hold on the educated classes, and 
ifso s\hy?’ A very interesting and hirely discus- 
sion followed, in which Justice Chandavarkar, Mr 
K. Natarajan, Mr Donald Judge of the Bombay 
Small Cause Court Babu Gurudas Chakravarti, 
ProfRuchiram and the President took part The 
proceedings of the next morning ccmmenced with 
a short but very inspiring service and sermon by 
Justice Chandavarkar The question of the condi- 
tion of the mofusstl Samajes was introduced by 
Babu Frakaslichandra Roy He was followed by 
several speakers from difTcrent Provincial Samajes. 
In the evening there was a public meeting and 
addresses on the message and mission of the 
BrahmciSamaj were delivered by Justice N G 
•Chandavarkar, Prts/essors Tl» Vaswani Benojendra 
Nath Sen and Herambachandra Maitra. On 
the morning of Saturday, the 24th December, 
the usual divine service was conducted by Babu 
Brahma Narayan. A resolution expressive 
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of regret at the sudden death of the Right Hon’. 
Mr Samuel Smith was unanimously passed^ 
followed by se\eral resolutions The Conference 
closed with a pntibhojan in the c\xning 

In 1907, the Theistic Conference u’as held 
at Surat. The name of the Brahmo SamaJ 
was not much knomx there and it was apprehended 
that the public meetings organised by the Con- 
ference would not be well attended , but the facts 
belied the apprehension. The two public meet- 
ings which were held in the Town Hall were very 
largely attended. The number of delegetes and visi- 
tors was also satisfactorj'. The formal proceedings 
of the Confetence commenced on the evening of 
the 25th December when Swami Swatmananda 
of the Bombay Prarthana Samaj conducted the 
opening service The following morning, Babu A. C. 
Majumdar of Lahore conducted divine service 
and preached the Conference Sermon In the 
ev'cning the Conference met in the Town Hall. 
Rao Bahadur Lalshankar Umiashankar of Ahmed- 
abad welcomed the delegates and explained 
the object of the Thcistic Conference in Gujarati 
Mr Satyendranath Tagore w-as elected President of 
the Conference and he delivered a lengthwrddress 
which was much appreciated and 

visitors met for conference in the Raichand 
Deepchand School on the morning of the 27th In 
the unavoidable absence of the President Prof 

Ruchiram Sahni, M A., ol Lahore w-as voted' to ther 
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Chair and several Resolutions were passed as 
in prcMous years. A resolution was passed or- 
ganising famine relief work on behalf of the 
Conference with a sub-committee with Babu A 
CMajumdar as Secretary A separate report of the 
Famine Relief work has already been published. 
In the evening a public meeting was held in the 
Town Hall which was largely attended. Mr 
Tagore was in the chair Dr R. G Bhandarkar, 
Justicc*^^ G Chandavarkar, Mr N D Kavi and 
Prof Ruchiram addressed the meeting in eloquent 
terms in different languages. The Cohference 
met again on the morning of the 29th December 
and resolutions were passed concenng various sub- 
jects affecting the welfare of the Brahmo and 
Frarthana Samajes in India. 

In 190S the Conference was held in Madras. 
^Ir Ullal Raghunathaya Chairman of the Reception 
Committee welcomed the delegates and visitors 
in a very thoughtful speech at a public meeting held 
m the AndersonMemonalHalL Babu ACMajumdar 
of Lahore was elected President and delivered his 
mddress. Two other public meetings were held 
at which Mrs. Sarojini Naidu Mr V R. Shinde, 
Mr R^anbbai hlahipatram Nilkanth and Lala 
Dharamd^ Cari^^gare brilliant addresses. Prof 
T Da\ IS of Colombo a member of the Bntish and 
Foreign Unitanan Assoctabon also took an active 
-part in the proceedings. A deraonstrabon on behalf 
>of the Depressed Classes was also organised on the 
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30th under the presidentehip of M.R-Ry Rao Baha- 
dur M. Adinarayaniah of Madras. The Conference 
meetings were held in the Brahma Mandir and the 
public meetings in the Memorial Hall. The opening 
And closing services were conducted by the Presi- 
•dent. The Conference Sermon was preached by Mr.. 
"V. R. Shinde. Resolutions were passed as usual. A 
report of famine relief nork was presented by the 
secretary, and it was decided that wJth;Rs. 250, 
the balance of the Famine Fund, deposited in.a 
Bank, the nucleus of a Permanent Distress Relief 
Fund be formed. The success of this session of the 
Conference was partly due to the liberal con- 
tribution of Rs. 500 from the Raja of Pithapur, 
svho with his characteristic generosity relieved the 
-organisers of their hnanctal anxiety. 

In 1909, the Theistic Conference was held at 
Lahore This was the first time that a Conference 
<ould be arranged in the Punjab A fair number 
<5f delegates from the Punjab and other provinces 
were assembled and were very comfortably quar- 
tered and entertained by the local committee 
And its devoted Secretary, Babu Abinash Chandra 
Majumdar, assisted hy h« wife. The Conference 
opened with Divine Service on the 25th December 
ty Bhai Prokash Dev, who 
sermon. The addresses of the Chairman of the 
of the Reception Committee, Lala Kashiratn as 
-welt as of the President, Bahu Benoyendra Nath 
Sen, were delivered on the 27th December 
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before a large audience. ProfesorSen had gone to 
Lahore at a great personal sacrifice immediate!) 
after the death of his father His heart ^i-as full 
of sorrow and the pathos of his utterance thrilled 
all Tilth deep emotion One special fact northy or 
mention about the Conference iras that 
delegates Ti-ere sent by H H the Gackriar oP 
Baroda to attend the proceedings of the Con 
ference and thej left deeply impressed mth the- 
importance of the Theistic movement in India. The 
usual resolutions n'ere passed at theseieral sit- 
tings of the Conference 
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The iSth session of the All India Theistio Confer 
cnee was held at Allahabad from the 25th to the 28th 
December, rgto Eabu Abinashchandia Itaznmdar, joint 
General Secretary of the Conference came to Allahabad 
over three weeks before the date of the Conference to 
make the necessary arrangements He had to contend 
ngamst many difficiilnes, the chief nf which was that of 
aecunng a smLable place for the residence of the dele- 
gates and a hall for the meetings ot the Conference 
Alter a penod of ranch ansiety he succeeded 
in securing the premises of the Colonelganj Bengali 
School on contribution of Ra 200 to the funds of 

the School The delegates were accomodated here, and 

most of the meetings were held m the School Hall For 
the public meeungs a s&tmjana was fitted up in the 
compound of Uwrencegan, As there were not many 
local Theists, the whole hniden of wort fell upon Mr 
Majuradar, who however received much help from some 
Bengali residents of the neighbourhood Though the 
notice was v^ short, afar, number of deleptes fram 
Bengal, the Punjab, Bombay and Madras cam^nd 
^ent a few happy days together in sweaj i^.u.- 
Thete was a considerable dilficultylbout ihePresiden'l 
ofthe Conference Alter a ner,„H 

Pandits N Sastnreheved the organisers* hr" 
accepting the office at a very short not ^ ’“”‘*'1' 

fll health and pressmg engSment 
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The session opened on the 25th December with a 
divine service conducted m Hindi by Bhai Prakash Dev 
of Lahore. In the afternoon a public meeting was held 
m the Laivrenceganj compound The proceedings 
commenced with a h>mn sung by Mrs. Sarala Devi, and 
a pra)er offered by Babu Abinash Chandra Majamdar 
In the absence of Babu Nilmani Dhar, the Chairman of 
the Reception Committee, who was unavoidably detained 
owing to a railway accident, Babu Abmash Chandra 
Majumdar welcomed the delegates in a short sp^ech- 
Pandit S N Sastn was then elected President and 
dehvered his address, which was much appreciated. On 
the 26th morning there was a dinne service conducted 
\>j Babu Knshoa Rumar Mitra. In the evening a 
public meeting was held when Babu NBrnant Dhar read 
z paper and short speeches were dehvered by Lala 
Ragbuiuth Sahai, Prof Rucbiram Sabni, Mr V R. 
Shinde, Mr L. GhanCee and the President On the Z7tb 
morning there was a dinne semce. At noon there was 
a meeting for ladies. In the evening the business session 
of the Conference was held at 5 P st with Pandit S N. 
Sastn in the chair A large number of delegates and 
visitors were present The proceedings commenced with 
a prayer by Bhai Prakash Dev of Lahore. In the 
absei>v;f of a written report Babu Abmash Chandra 
Majum ffifiy.4 be . Joint General Secretary gave a verbal 
account of the worCnof the year which was taken as a 
report vnth thanks. 

The President called upon Babu Hem Chandra. 
Sarkar of Calcutta to introduce the Draft Constitution. 
In introducing the Coostitution Babu Hem Chandra 
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Satkai said lhat at the meetmgofthe SubjectsCommittee. 
on the 25tb December a Sab-Commvttec consistmg of 
Babu Nritja Gopal Ray, Mr V R. Shmde, Lala Raghu- 
natb Sabai and bimseU had been formed vfiih instructions 
to draft a Constitution for the Theistic Conference The 
Sub-Committee had accordingly drafted a Constitution, 
rrh ch he be^ed to introduce to the Conference. The 
Draft Constitution was as follows — • 

1 The Conference shall be called the All India 
Theistic Conference 

2 Its object shall be the promotion ofTheism in India 
by bnngmg together its adherents from different parts 
of the country on suitable occasions aod such other 
means 

3 All persons duly elected dele^tes by any theistic 
otgsftiisatiQii will be considered its members for the year 
foltoxnng the Conference 

4 The wotk of the Conference shall be earned on 

by a Standing Committee consisting of the President of 
the previous Conference four members and one or if 
necessarj two Secretaries who will ba members 

The Committee and Secretaries will be elected annually 
at the Conference and wiU hold office till the appomt- 
ment of their successors at the nett Conference. ^ 


5 The Standmg Committee w ill organise th^<SnuaI 
sittings of the Conference beep record^isi^pfMeedings, 
submt annual reports and accounts try to give effect 
to the Resolutions of the Conference and do any other 
wotlc which the Conference might entrust them with 

6 The Standing Committee wiU have power to 
cgMase local commltess comotog of reptesentaUTO 
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of Theistic organisations in the province where the 
Conference of the year will be held, delegating to them 
such of their powers as they will thinl. fit, for cooperation 
in the work of the year 

7 Any change in the Constitution may be made at 
a general meeting of the Conference by a majonty, of the 
two-thirds of the members present- 

The motion was seconded by Lala iRaghunath 
Sabai B. A. of Lahore Mr Hassaram of Karachi pro- 
posed the following amendment, that the Conference be 
called All India Brahmo Samaj Conference It was 
seconded bj Lala Dhannadas Sun B L. of Lahore 

After some discussian the amendment was with 
drawn on the understanding that the question of the 
came of the Conference will be settled after consulting 
the Samajes 

Babu Ntbaran Chandra Ray u a. of Calcutta, drew 
the attention of the Conference to the absence m the 
Draft Constitutioa of any definite procedure for the 
election of the President and proposed to suggest a 
scheme for the election of the President 

At this stage the President moved the following 
resolution which was earned unanimously — 

•''.^^esolved that the Draft Constitution be circulated 
to alKi]^ Brahmo and Prarthana Samajes and other 
Theistic rai^n!gt<.ons allied to the Brahmo Samaj with 
a special mention of the question of the name of the 
Conference and the method of the election of President 
and be submitted to the neat Conference. 

The next item before the Conference was the question 
^f Mission Work which •cts introduced by Babu Hem 
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Chandta Sarkar After briefly alluding to the need of 

mission work he proposed the folio ?ing resolution 

That this Conference of the delegates of Theistic 
organisations in India resolves that the mission work of 
the Brahmo Samaj be earned on with greater sigour 
and earnestness and that better provision be made for 
the trainmg and maintenance of an adequate mission- 
ary body It would suggest that every congregation 
should do something for the propagation of Brahmoism 

and that every member should spend at least jo per 
cent of his income for religious and philanthropic 
purposes 

The resolution was seconded by Lala Behanlal 
Vasudev of Rawalpindi Babu Nllmani Dbar of Agta 
proposed that, i should be substituted m the place of lo 
in the last part of the resolution Rabu Mahendra 
Nath Sarkar of Cawnpur seconded the amendment. 
Lala Raghunath Sahat B A. proposed that the last 
portion of the resolution commencing from It would 
suggest Ac be dropped- Babu Abmash Chandra 
Majumder of Lahore seconded the amendment. The 
last amendment was earned by a majority of votes 
Mr V R Sbmde of Bombay proposed — - 
That the Standing Committee be directed to^wm 
municate with the several important Samajei^ml^ 
the services of their missionaries fcv^'pJITod of at 
three months for work m some selected provinces 

Mr Dharamdas Sun moved that the subject be 
postponed to the next year’s Conference. Mr Hassaraa 
seconded it The amendment was earned h 
majonty ^ ^ 
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Babu Nilmant Dhar proposed — 

That the Conference feels the necessity of Brahmo 
!Mission ^Vork m the United provinces, and offers its 
grateful thanks to Babu Abinasb Chandra Majumdar 
for his offer to organise mission work m the United Pro- 
vinces and recommends the United Provinces Brabmos 
to co-operate with him 

It was seconded by Babu hCahendra Kath Sarkar 

Gamed unanimously 

Mr V R, Shtnde proposed — 

That this Conference deems it desirable to preach 
Brahmoum among the masses. 

Babu Rajkuriur Sen of Dacca seconded tbe proposal 
which uos earned unanimously 

Babu Abiaash Chandra Majumdar proposed — 

That this Conference api»eciates the nork doneby 
the Depressed Classes Mission Soaeties m Bimbay, 
Calcutta, Madras, Mangalore Dacca and other places 
and recommends work to the sjmpathy and support 
of all the Brahma and Prarthana Samajes in the country 
It was seconded by Babu Xnlit Mohan Sea of Ranchi 
and Camed uruttumously 

Babu Gurudas Cbakiavaiti of Dacca proposed — 
*-.^at in order to make the Brahmo Samaj a power 
in theSand practical steps should be taken by the Con 
ference to unh0^%^Theists with one ideal as laid down 
by the great leaders of the Brahmo Samaj l e. to live 
for God, to live in God, to bre with God. 

It was seconded by Babu Praliva RanjanRay of 
Bankipore. 

Lost 
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La]a Raghunaih Sahai proposed — 

That this Conference feels that the time has come 
for the closer union of Brahmo and Prarthana Samajes 
in India and hopes that all the Samajes would, in order 
to bnng about this union, tnaWe such efforts as thej 
deem proper 

It was seconded by Babu Beni Madhab Das of Cuttact 
Camed. 

Babu Hem Chandra. Satlcar presented a representa 
tion regarding the amendment of Act III of 1872 from 
a large number of members of the Brahmo Samajes m 
the West Coast of the Madras Presidency, and also gave 
a. brief account of the steps that have been taken by 
the Brahmo Samaj Committee of Calcutta on the matter 
Lala Dharmadas Sun proposed •— 

That this Conference thanks the Brahmo Samaj 
Committee for what they have done in the matter of 
the amendment ofActlllof 1872 and begs to forward 
to them the representation from the members of the 
Brahmo Samajes m the West Coast of the Madras 
Presidency with the request that if possible they will 
try to get the Act amended at an early date. 

It was seconded by Babu Brojendra Nath Sen, and 
camed unamniously 

On behalf of the SecreUnes Babu Hei^^ndra 
Sarkar stated that Dr P K. Raj-sfCalcutta had sent 
a copy of a pamphlet on Brahmo Samaj and Spiritual 
Education for consideration by the Conference of 
the proposals therein put forward and proposed the 
following resolution — 

That the Theistic Conference 


recognises the urgent 
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necessity of more systematic and ctTcctneprovisioaror 
the moral and tcI gious education of Brahmo children 
It henrtily supports the proposal of Dr P K Ray for 
cslabl shing a boarding school for Brahmo children, O 
theological college for the tratning of teachers and 
preachers It also suggests that in connection with 
every Thcistic congregation there should be inst lutions 
for the religious training of Brahmo children and 
young men 

It was seconded by Babu Nibaran Chandra Ray and 
supported by Kir Hasaaram 

Oimcd unanimously 
Lala Dharmadas Sun prop >sed ~ 

That the Maghotsab be observed by all the Brahmo 
and Prarthsna Samajes 

Seconded by Mr Kassaram 

Camed 


Babu KajILumar Sen proposed — 

That Baba Hem Chandra SarVar be elected General 
Secretary for the next year and that a Jo nt General 
Secretary be elected by the Stand ng Comm ttee having 
regard to the province where the next Conference will 
be held. 

I.,was seconded by Babu Mahendrauath Sarkaf 
Camed unanimously, 

Mr B G T i TWii ^ roposed — 

That for this year the Standing Committee would 
consist of seven members besides the ofBce bearers. 

It was seconded by^Ir Okof Poona. 
lAla Dhaimadas Sun proposed ! — 

That the Standing Committee be formed with four 
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TCpresentaUves from Bengal, two from Bombay, one 
from Behar, one from Semdb t ro from tbe Punjab, one 
from tbe United Prcnmces o from Madras 
It was seconded by Mr Hassarara 
Tbe amendment was negatived by a majority of 
■votes and the original proposal was earned 
Lala Raghunalh Shahai proposed — 

That the followmg gentlemen will form the Standing 
<2ommittee of the present >eat — Messrs V R Shmde, 
A C Majumdar Benojendranath Sen Venlcnt Ratnam 
nam Nadu Gurudas Chakravarti, Nritya Gopal Ray, 
and Dewan Kanraroal 

Mr Hassaram proposed — 

That the following gentlemen will form the Standing 
Committee Messrs Hetamba Chandra Maitm, S N 
Tagore Denoyendnnatb Sen Venkat Ratnam I^aidu, 
Uharmadas Sun V R S nde T L Vaswani 

It was seconded b> Babu Prativa Ranjan Ray The 
Amendment was negatived by a majority of votes and 
ttie original proposal was earned 
BabuNiImam Dhar proposed — 

That the Conference conveys its grateful thanks to 
Babu Abinash Chadia Majumdar for the great trouble 
and labour he has undergone in artang ng theConferenM^ 
It was seconded by Mr Hassaram and carried un^ 
mously The proceed concluded -^n a vote of 
thanks to the Pres dent proposed by Lala Raghunath 
Sahai and seconded by Babo N Imam Dhar and carried 
by acclamat on 

On the jSth morning Babu Nntya Gopal Ray con- 
ducted divine service and m die afternoon Pandit S N 
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Sastn dcinercd a lecture in Bengali on the ^Vw Aspua 
tions of New Indix The Conference concluded with a 
Io\e-fcait in the evening 

According to s Resolution of Ibc Conference Rer 
Brojo Copal Neogi was elected Joint General Secretary 
at the suggestion of Babu Hem Chandra Sarkar 
tinanimously apptOTcd by the members of the Standing 
Committee. 

The DraR Constitution of the Conference was at 
culated as directed bj the last Conference among the 
Brahmo and Pranfima Sama^cs of the country Replies 
from fifteen sanujes have b-en receded andsliallbe 
placed before the Conference. 

One thousand copies of the Presidential address 
haie been printed and offered for sale at a very low 
pnee. About four hundred copies have been disposed oil 

Tounrds the end of October last the General Secre 
tancs called a meeting of the adherents of the Tbeutic 
movement in Calcutta for concerting measures to 
organise the present session of the Conference. 
The meeting which was held on the a8th October, ap- 
pointed a strong and representative Reception Com 
.jTiittee with Babu Hem Chandra Sarlar Rev Brojo 
Gojlal Neogi and Babu Sudbmdxanatb Tagore as Secre- 
taries to molM- necessary anangements for the present 
session of the Conference Letters inviting suggestions 
and appointm“nts of delegates were addressed to the 
Secretaries of Thcistic organisations , a good many of 
them haie replied 



ACCOUNTS rOR 1910 

Kcctirrs. 

Balance of The« c Conference 190S (Madras) 

2 Do. Do 1909 (Lahore) 

3 Contnbut oni by S-amajcf 

4 Ind Tidoal donat ons 

5 Recc pis from the deleyitcs of the Conference 

6, „ „ Sale of art ctes at reduced tatea 

7 „ , Miscellaaeous 


FipensM 

Dalance 


r». A*, p 

119 12 o 

IM O O 
2 S 4 >4 o 
r*' 13 o 
*73 o o 
8 ' 3 6 
1 2 o 
10S3 10 6 
t 044 1 $ o 
33 it C 


ExrrvsES 


Kent of School Du Id ng for tl e delegates 

Ra Iwaj fare to M ss onancs 

Hire oi tents 

I! re ofeha rs 

Servants «‘agcs 

Pnnt ng ch-arges 

Telegrams 

EVda A i,an h re for workers 
Keros ne 0 1 

Charpa>s Lamps Sham ana doth vh eh were sub« 
quenily sold 
Provis oos 
Miscellaneous 


TUAs,? 

SOO O o 
tio o o 

<0 i O 

35 7 3 
43 5 6 
3$ O O 
43 3 6 
«3.^^ 
4 8 o 
f 

11690 

3 SO 4 3 
33 t; 6 
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CONTRauTJOss cv Samajes. 



Rs. As. P 

I rarthana Samaj, Bombay 

. . 50 0 c 

Sadharan Urahmo Sama;, Calcutta 

... 28 0 t 

New Dispensation Samaj, Calcutta 

... 10 0 < 

Voung Thcists Union, Bombay 

... 500 

Sadharan Brahmo Samaj, Qaetta 

.. 33 8 □ 

Sadharan Brahmo Samaj, ScaJkote 

.. 300 

Brahmo Samaj, Indore 

. . 560 

n Mymensingh 

300 

n Bangalore Cant 

. 500 

•1 Dinajpore 

. 3 0 0 

n Dacca 

. 10 0 0 

>1 Madras 

10 0 0 

ft Coeonada 

10 0 0 

n Mangalore . 

S 3 0 0 

•1 Cental 

300 

If Berharopore (Canjam] 

30 0 0 

<« I’lthajwram 

400 

ft Calicut . 

. 400 

II Deoghur 

500 

1, KumarkhaJi ^ 

100 

n fandpur , 

300 

n Uansal 

500 

n Kirkce 

500 

tt Ghazipore , 

10 d 0 

n Cuttack 

to 0 0 

IT Ranchi 

500 

II Gindih , 

500 

Frartfaana Samaj Poona 

500 

Total of Receipts from Samajes . . 

284 14 0 
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DovuJONS rso« iNuivtnt'Kt. rER 50 *ts 

R. R MafShuisdan Rao CAtttcl. 

Rabu lihanchandra Deb DebnDun 
M A. C. Majuoular 
n Atalchandra N!ajuindar, Allahabad 
Miss K. Nowrangce, Rofnbiy 
Mr W W. Nownnge, Romay 
Dr roodit Ralaratn Pal, Rurmah 
Sardar Krepa Singh Montgomery 
Mr.Virumal, Sukkur 
Prof B N Sen, Calcutta 
Brahmoa from Banktpore 
Dewan Tahlnm Ltlanm, Hyderabad (Smdh) 

Babu Pareihnath Ihnerji, Simb 
Lab Shi>ib)at M Delhi 
Bahti N N >‘eog}, Lahore 
Lab Ram Rakhamal, Lahore 
Major B D Bava, iWUVabad 
Mrs-T C Das „ 

Cabu Kedamath Mandal, Allahabad 
Mr V N Ghumre „ 


„ A. P Sen 
n S K. Lahin 
n d. Mrs Joshi 
,, Pramaihanath Choshal 
n S K Sen 
Dr D B Bose 
Babu I’hubanmohan Roy 
Dr. N K. Dhar, Barabanki 


Ri. As. r. 
2S o 9 
2500 
to o o 
600 
500 
500 
500 
S o o 
10 o o 

to o o 
1600 
to o o 
$00 
to o o 

3 0 0 

100 
10 o o 

3 0 0 

500 
$00 
Luckaow ... o o 

«• 400 

" • • 2 O o 

3 rf^ 

" >300 

’• • • S o o 

" ••• S o o 


232 13 O 



[ 30 ] 

THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE jgrn 
SESSION OF THE 
AU'India Tlieistic Conference. 

The 19th session of the All India Theistie Con 
ference was held at the City College Calcutta from 
the 26th to 2gth December, tgtt The session 
commenced with a divine service on the 26th Dec. 
at 7 40 P^L conducted by Babu Benojendranatb 
Sen M A. who also preached the Conference 
sermon 

In the evening the specious Hall of the City 
Collie ivas packed to its utmost capacity with 
delegates and visitors from vanous parts of the 
country Among the visitors was Dr Rudolph 
Otto of Gottingen who had come to Calcutta 
specially to attend the meetings of the Conference. 
The proceedings of the mening commenced with a 
hymn by a choir of ladies and gentlemen after 
which Mr S N Tagore (Retired I C S ) con 
ducted divine service in Sansicnt. Babu Heramba 
Chandra Alaitra M A- Chairman of the Reception 
^mmittee then welcomed the delegates in a 
thoughtful and inspiring address » 

Pandit S N Sastn proposed Mr UUal Raghu 
aathaya. President and Minister of the Mangalore 

* We are very sorry that both the Conference sermon 
and the Address of the Cbainnaa of the Reception Committee 
could not be reported. 
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■Brahmo Samaj to be the President of the Con- 
ference The proposal was seconded by Babu 
AbinashChandra Majumdar of Lahore and support- 
ed by Mr D V Prakash Rao of Cocanada. The 
proposal being accepted with acclamation Mr 
3laghunathaj*a read the following address — 

PRESIDEVTIAL ADDRESS 

Dear Sisters and Brethren 

M> first feelings on thisoccasion are of profound 
thankfulness to the Gi\cr of all good m that He 
has blessed me with suffiaent strength at this 
ad\nnced age of mine to come all along from my 
place to this city to take part m this great Con 
ference for the first and probably the last time. 
U was one of my early ambitions and it was e\er a 
dream of my life to pay a Msit to the Metropolis of 
the Indian Empire, not because it w’as the scat of 
<3o\emment or the centre of trade and commerce, 
which in themselves would amply reward the visit 
but because it was the birth place of the greatest 
religious movement of modem India so far as I am 
■concerned and the centre of all those beneficent 
and healthy activities which are essential to the 
regeneration of our mother land You may know 
that among our elders there vv’as a superstition 
that one must see Benares or Easi before he dies* 
and a visit to Bsnares on pilgnraage was considered 
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to wash away all sms, and it almost amounted to a- 
superstition uiih me that 1 must for once visit 
Calcutta and see the Brahmo Samaj and the- 
Brahmo families in their own homes. Brahmo- 
Missionanes from Calcutta have visited us often, 
and I must here gratefully acknowledge the 
services rendered by them to us, but I was not 
satisfied and I consider this as a glorious da>, when 
it has pleased God, to enable roe to realise my 
dream. 1 never thought however, that I would 
erer have to take a leading part in a Conference- 
of this kind ; my atm was of a bumbler sort, to 
make a pilgrimage to this sacred cit>’, cultivate- 
acquaintance and fnendship with all loving and 
devnut souls, and be a silent spectator of what 
went on around me. I am however denied all this^ 
and I am on the other band entrusted with an 
onerous task which I myself feel, more than any 
other, I am not at all able to fuIfilL When added 
to this, I find that the place which I am called 
upon to occupy, was occupied by those who were 
far worthier and better than myself, I feel my 
awakardness the more in having accepted theplace; 
and I would gladly prefer to seek my obscurity, to- 
being exposed to the light of observation and 
criticism from others. The only thing that ojunter- 
balances the want of ray abUiQr and attainments* 
in the discharge of my duty, is the fact that I am 
after all In the all-embracing love of my God, and 



[ 33 ] 


my fnends Howew weak and deficient I may 
be in the breadth of my thought and the pouer of 
expression I am sure that I can count upon your 
indulgence and kindness I hav'* to thank jou all 
for the honour you ha\e been pleased to confer on 
me by electing measyour President and I am led 
to think that it is more >our generosity and 
kindness that led jou to choose me than my 
deserts 

Of all the movements that have come into 
existence vvithm the last three generations and 
have for their object the regeneration of our 
country I consider the Theistic movement the 
noblest and destined to achieve the greatest results 
It has a great future before it and is of 
supreme importance and necessity In our modem 
conditions It forms the foundation as it were 
upon ivhich other structures have to be built and 
without a well laid foundation however much we 
may attempt to achieve greatness and success 
the other movements will have to fall The poll 
tical social industrial educational and other allied 
movements are it is true conducive to our well 
being and prosperity but unless they are broad* 
based and founded upon the eternal verities of 
Nature, and appeal to our higher and nobler im 
pulses will not stand the test of time and will die 
an early death Be it in an individual or m a 
nation the function petfonned by religion u of 
3 
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primary importance since it concerns itself with 
the very being and is an essential condition of life; 
It has for its background thcwhole vista of Nature 
and the History of Nations m various stages of 
civilization and for its future potentialities nch 
enough to bring forth a good harvest Religion 
has for its object the Sublime Faith in the Im 
rnanence of the All pervading Spirit and the 
working of that Spirit as manifested m the whole 
Universe including human beings The mterpreta 
tion of the method of work may differ and there 
may be nice shades of opinion about the nature of 
that worL Without a firm grounding in the essentials 
of religion and the casting of our character in the 
spiritual mould our natures are apt to become 
half developed and inharmonious and our visions 
will be narrow and onesided Any attempt at 
improvement of our condition made to take its 
stand upon the narrow basis of Self interest will 
only end in mutual destruct on for it is the 
character of selfishness to be exclusive in its conflict 
with other interests of a like nature. It was there 
fore a wise provision in the Hindu system of 
'culture in its palmy days that students were given 
tuition m spiritual truths from their boyhood in 
the most impressionable period of their life so that 
the habit of thought that may chng to them in 
early life may never leave them afterwards Thdugh 
at subsequent stages of Hindu civilization the 
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•education tlius given degraded itself into mere 
ceremonialism and a learning by rot of the texts 
necessary to perform the various rites — and its relics 
Are even now to be found among Brahmins m the 
•ceremony of investiture of the sacred thread in the 
eighth year — yet tlie importance lies in the fact 
that religion was not rel^ated as the weakness of 
An old and decrepit mind but Mas considered to 
be an essential factor and a condition precedent 
to the Ide of a householder With the majonty 
among us we consider religious training unnecess 
Ary and we think we are competent to meet the 
battle of life without any such preparation but 
with our ancestors it was not so The ceremony 
itself was meant as Second Vision an 

insight into the secret of things and the antra 
or the text 'by which the boy is initiated by the 
parent on the occasion fully de'erves all the eulogy 
bestowed on it by Savants and western Scholars 
The practice of imparling religious knowledge in 
•early years ex sts more or less m the system of all 
nations who have attained to some degree of 
civil satton^ but amomg other nations it has nol 
Jeft so deep a mark as among the Hindus who maj 
be sa d to have carried it to excess In the Jattei 
days of Hindu civilization the original meaning 
of the several Canons of morality and spiritual 
truth and the conditions of society to which they 
ivere addressed were lost sight of and these were 
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mistnkcn for the forms invhich thej ti'crc clothed 
and the forms thcm<clics nssumed •» sacredness 
and were considered to be the end jn themselves 
amidst the surrounding ignorince. With ill these 

faults and weakness in the Hindu civilization and 
the damage caused to the advancement of the 
people tn consequence »t cannot be denied that the 
genius of the Hindu race is spiritual and the 
religious spirit is deeply imbedded among the 
mass of the people so that an> endeavour to uplift 
the masses has to be done through the agency 
of religion An> other movement therefore is 
not likely to take deep root in the soil as the 
religious one and we realise this when we con 
template the e/Tects of such movements on the 
people 05 have not religion for their assistanca 
I have only to refer to those rev olutionaiy and 
other secular movevents of which one finds an 
account in the historj of Continental Europe. 
With us Indians the things of world were 
never at any time objects of ambition and after 
a century of contact with western cn'ilization 
and secular education we are even now accused 
of being metaphysical and visionarj aluajsbent 
upon thinking of the Hereafter and the Future 
of our existence. 

Whatever efforts roa> be made to infuse v^gou^ 
and life in our social and other institutions it 
turns out to be ephemeral and the effect is not 



[ 37 ] 


lasting. It is generally dependent on one or 
two individuals and when those individuals with- 
■draw, the life too becomes extinct It bas to 
be admitted that this is the bane of our country 
and that it is the chief cause of our backward- 
ness; but it only shows that we have to take 
this lethargy and indifference into account and 
' Operate upon its causes. Owing to this with 
many thinkers religion is a nightmare and is 
sufficient to scare them away from any propsal 
for reform in that direction. Any interference 
with religious matters is looked upon with 
grave misgivings, and is deemed to let loose all 
those sectarian animosities and jealousies 
which in other countries led to violence and 
bloodshed. Many reformers, therefore, while they 
are patriotic enough to understand the worth 
and the blessing which a properly organised 
<hurch would confer, fight shy of the very name 
of religion, and vieiv with suspicion the labour 
of those who work in the field of religion. It 
is cne of the mam reasons wh> workers in this 
field are so very few, for besides the want of 
an ' immedtate return proportionate to the 
labour bestowed, there is the additional disadvan- 
tage that it goes against the conservative habits of 
the people ivhosc views on various' problems 
have been allowed to run into an accustomed 
rut and fall into a narrow groove. In these re- 
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gions therefore most of our energies have to- 
be directed having r^ard to the interest at 
stake jand if no attempts are made on account 
of the difficulty of the work we are doomed to- 
vanish off the face of the earth It was providential 
that the general awakeing of the Indian mind 
should have made itself first felt in matters of 
religion andchronologicall>^flamnotmistaken the 
Brahmo movement was the first of all the national 
endeavours of the modem age. There were all the 
materials necessary for national advancement — 
there were viealth rank power and also intelii 
gence but they were all lost in the wilderness 
There may have been individual progress and 
men who attained eminence of character pietj 
and devotion But the mass or the majority 
were sunk in ignorance and even those who rose* 
above the traramels engendered b> superstition 
and Ignorance were affected b> the general 
contagion and only rose to lall again The His 
tory of Ancient Ind a as well as of the Medi 
eval period teems with martyrs saints prophets 
“philosophers and statesmen who left their stamp 
on their own generation but the fact remains that 
With the exception of small classes of people the rest 
were not earned along with them Knowledge 
was monopolised by a sacerdotal class and as- 
in the Catholic countries m Medieval Europe the 
pnest ruled the societj Worship and the stud> of 



[ 39 ] 

religious books were prohibied except to Brahmins 
Even m our own days the force of injuction 
is felt and I may tell you that in my native 
place it was not long ago that a priest was sus- 
pended from caste far teaching the Vedas to the 
goldsmiths of the town The publication of Vedic 
literature in the ‘ Sacred Books of the East at * 
Oxford was ignored and would not open the 
eyes of the sacerdotal class that their monopoly 
of religious knowledge could no more be in 
sisted upon and they must rise above their 
prejudices in the matter When such is the 
case even now at the beginning of the twenti- 
eth century the state of things at the beginning 
of the last century had better be left to be 
imagined The inertness of the mass was felt 
when it came m contact with the living force 
of the West and m the comparison made we 
had the worst and it was percived by the great 
minds of the age notably by Raja Ram 
Mohun Roy that herein !a> the secret and 
before anything else the conscience of the 
nation should be awakened and the work alon«- 
this line should be concentrated The Theistic 
movement styled as Brahmo Samaj was started 
under these auspices and with vaiying tides of 
fortune has continued up to this day and we have 
met to celebrate the annual Theistic Conference by 
taking stock of the work we have already done 
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It has been often remarked that the Theistic 
Church, as ft at present exists, is not at all suited to 
the requirements of the country and that ft contains 
the s^s of destruction, that the religion it 
embodies is too high for the masses to follow, that 
its ideas of monotheistic worship and the equality 
which it allows to all classes, are foreign to the 
nature of the people among whom it is sought to 
be spread, and that consequently it is a passing 
thing of the moment and cannot last very long. In 
corroboration of this the division of the Church 
in three separate branches is pointed ou^ and it 
is seriously asked whether one should not try to 
set one’s own house in order, before seeking to 
repair that of the neighbour. But whatew 
differences may exist, and however deplorable they 
be, I claim that the Theistic Churdi embodies 
and represents those spiritual ideals and principles 
which if properly practised, will serve to the 
emancipation of the intellect as well as of the 
heart of the nation from the thraldom of ages 
and raise it to a high pedestal. Let me tiy to 
^ enunciate what these principles are and whether 
they have got the efficacy which I attribute to 
to them. 

(a) Among its foremost principles is that 
the Supreme Spirit is one, Indivisible, and 
Immanent in the Universe in Nature, 'as well 
us In the mind of man, and that the whole 
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Universe is the vvorhing of the Spirit, that it is 
jnan alone among all the sentient creatures that is 
-capable of understanding it, that be it called 
Brahma b) the Vedanta, or Jehovab> the Jews 
•or the Allah by the Mahammadans, it is the same 
by whatever name j*ou call iL 

(^) Secondly, that it requires no extraordinarj' 
faculties or powers to understand or know the 
Supreme Spirit , that it is given to man with his 
cirdinarj powers to understand and know it by 
proper exercises of devotion and love. 

fcj Tlvirdlj, these exercises of devotion and 
love consist in uitenng the names of God with a 
fervent heart and seeking Him in the recesses of 
ones owTi soul, in firmly believing that, He is 
•alwavs close b) and hears our prayers, and that 
they never go unanswered 

(d) lourthl), that to obtain grace and pun 
fication of mind and heart there is no necessity 
•of a Mediator and that all perception is direct and 
immediate, and that communion with the Infinite 
IS possible in this very existence, that commu- 
nion consists in the altered attitude of the soul 
towards the Supemc Soul, that scriptures lives of 
saints and their history , might assist you in your 
exercises of devoUon and piety but can never 
supplant them 

(e) Fifthly , that ceremonies and ntcs have no 
efficacy m them, and are only so many hindrances 
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so far as they come in the way of realisms' the 
presence of God * 

(/) Sixthly, that so far as the worship of GixJ 
IS concerned there is no distinction between class- 
and class, high and lou, rich and poor, aged and 
>oung, healthy and sich , that God re\eals Him- 
self to those who approach Him with a penitent 
heart and an earnest desire 

Seventhly, that spiritual truths are not the* 
monopoly of any particular individual or race or 
age but God has been unfolding Himself alwajs, 
that we hav e only to open our e> es m order to see* 
Him and the glory of His work 

(4) Eighthlj , that the service of God consists 
in the service we render to our feJloiv beings that 
the deld for work and the exercise of all our high 
impulses and divine faculties is our own surround- 
ings wherein we are required to work 

(/) Ninthly, that the reward of such service does 
not consist in fame or honour which are all of earth 
earth} , but in the blessedness we inwardly feel for 
the good work we havedonc and the peaceful rest 
w e obtain at the close of our life 

(j) Tenthly and lastl>, that this life is on!} a 
school and a preparation for a higher existence to 
come and all ouc }oys and sorrow s are meant to- 
show the ephemeral charicter of our being 

The several spiritual ideals set forth above may 
be summed up in the three cardinal v irtucs of faiths 
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love and service — faith m the one true God, all- 
gloving, all kind sustaining and upholding the- 
unu-erse, lov e towards all the creatures whom He 
has brought forth into existence and serv ice which 
results m action towards the elevation and uplifting 
of humanitj The essece of it ts selfless devotion 
and service in furtherance of the evolution which 
proceeds from the imperfect to the perfect and 
from the less developed to the more developed in 
the direction of the Divine nhich is the fruition 
of all things The ideal home n herein the prut 
eiples I have enumerated are exercised and carried 
into practice can be imagined !f one should 
happen to be a house holder which was considered 
the highest order prescribed for a Brahmin it is 
expected of him that he should be firm m faith 
in God read m the scriptures and the sacred 
writings of his ancients well established in the 
vartues of patience, endurance discipline control of 
mind and body hunianit> love and chanty With 
a litte modiflcatian the same terms ma> be applied 
to him who has come under the influence of the 
Theistic movement and whose conscience has been 
awakened Unflinching faith in the goodness of thfr 
All loving God amidst the vicissitudes of fortune 
anMety to raise the general level of intelligence and 
ot faith among his less favoured brethren amidst 
whom bis lot maj be cast ungrudgmgworkwithout 
regard to self and without expectation of any 
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remuneration or reward, except the approbation of 
Ills own conscience»and of his God, and an entire^ 
dependence upon the gra<» of God for ^cour- 
■agement and strength in the task which lie has 
undertaken uill be the distinguishing feature of 
such an individual The scene of labour ^ 
the toivn or village which he inhabits and it is a 
pernicious theory that teaches man to fly away from 
hiss urroundings and to give up the world in tho hope 
of finding thereby freedom from the turmoils of 
life. It IS the mmd of man that m thePo^ts 
language, mal es a heaven or hell foritselfi imd 
*11 the fasts, pra>ers, ntes, ceremonies and pilgr*' 
mages will not avail one if the mmd is not 
Sndh things are vanities and vanities ol vamties. 
With the conscience awakened and the heart made 
strong b> the free inflow of the Dmne impulse 
from above the rest of thework becomes easy Just 
*s in a clock work everything more or Jess depends 
upon the soundness of the mam spring, so the 
conscience or the consbmatvon of the good qualities 
which constitute Character, has to be kept up 
in a sound condition before the general tone of 
the work in which one engages oneself is r^cd 
This soundness can be only attained by the open 
mg of the inner springs to the Divine influences, 
*nd the Theistic movement concerns itself primarily 
with the adjusting of the inner springs of life. 

These are the stock and the cquipinoot 



[ 4S 3 


with which the Theistic moNcment or as more- 
generally known the the Brahmo Samaj starts 
’m its work of re-generating the countr)'. The 
advocates oJ the other reforming religious 
movements claim a similar privilege for their 
methods ; I am not here either to criticise 
their teachings or belittle their efforts, but my 
main object is to state that however much reform- 
ing zeal there may be, jet be it an individual 
or movement, unless he or it stands the 
es-ammation of the ideals mentioned above it is 
not worth the name. The characteristics spoken 
of are universal and arc found to be imbedded 
in all the religions of the world Mahammaada- 
ni«m, Christianty, Buddhism and Hinduism which 
are the lour principal religions contain in them 
In a more or less developed form all the prin- 
ciples which I have enumerated above, nay it 
is in man's own nature but only in a crude 
or undeveloped form It iS an idle controversy 
to set forth the superiority of one religion over 
another, and to try to find out laws which are 
not to be found in others and to compare the 
claims of Mahomet, Christ or Buddha to the 
recognition of the world Every one of the great 
prophets and saints has been great or small m 
proportion to his own sclf-rcalisation, and the 
book of Nature has been alwa> s sacred to them 
who came to read their lessons in it With 
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these universal principles for acceptance the 
Theistic movement has begun to work and the 
work has been going on for nearly a century 
It now remains to see whether the work 
has been satissactoiy, whether the light that first 
dawned in the East at your place has spread to 
other parts of India and at what stage we have 
•arrived 

In the first place, it has to be observed that the 
Indian soil is congenial to the rise of a new cult 
and m India more than in any other place are to 
be found systems of philosophy and religion, uhich 
are at once the ^^onde^ and ridicule of the wrid 
Neither the ancient Egyptians, Greeks, nor any 
other ancient civilized race, cultivated the science 
of Metaphysics as it wasdone in India, and at tlie 
same time no Nation suffers more from the abuses 
and excesses to which the logical conclusions were 

carried Libertj of thought, though not of action, 
■was allowed in all its pTofusene«s and the result 
was that from rank atheism and a direct denial of 

the Godhead to the absolute identity of the whole 
Universe m one Immaculate Being s>stems of 
thought of vaiying gradation^ are to be found in 

the writings of the philosophers and coupled with 
that are also to be found practices which are in 
entire variance with the pnnciples taught How 
the highest thought can be found m conjuncUon 
“With base and grovelling practices is a problem 
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for thehistonan to s\o\e. This much hoNvever is 
certain that we find that in the daily lives of roost 
of us religion is absolutely divorced from conduct 
^rod modem education in spite of all that can be 
said m Its favour has still more widened the gulf 
It was truly sa d that most of the educated 
.people lead a double life With the majority, 
the earth turns round the sun at school 
whereas it is othenvise at home There are 
intellectual convictions wh ch are sometimes very 
strong but there IS also a lack of nerve to follow 
them m practice Homage paid by vice to virtue 
IS deemed hypocrisy but I do not find an apt 
•expression for the tribute rendered by intelligence 
to surrounding ignorance The fact is that the 
conservatism which is necessary to preserve and 
conserve whatever is good has encroached upon the 
ground where it should not have a place and is 
ingrained m our very constitution and has become 
a part of our flesh and blood Gwen this conserva 
tive nature as a postulate and the inhented 
pessimistic tendency which looks upon I fe as a 
burden and misery and everything done to improve 
it IS so much labour wasted the reason why the 
work of the Theistic movement has been 
slow and imperceptible becomes obvious The 
artificial barriers created hy caste and the air tight 
compartments into which each class is divided and 
JuithET sviMmded with sympathies dwarfed and 
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Views narrowed sufficiently account for the slow pro- 
gress of the Theistic movement The conditions m 
India are peculiar and are such as are not 
to be found elsewhere. The customs of each 
province nay, of each distnct, are so very different 
and opposed to those in others, that it becomes 
very difficult to properly understand each other 
The tendency is such that the reforming religion 
becomes in course of time a sect b> itself, 
and I have ^ often heard people say that by 
insisting upon the religion of the Brahmo Samaj 
which claims to be non sectarian we shall be- 
adding one more sect and one more creed to the 
already existing innumerable sects and creeds 
of the country I shall not be divulging any secret 
if I were to tell >ou that any movement in my 
place be it social or religious, if it be Jed b> one 
who belongs to a particnlar caste, others of different 
castes will not join it, though they are at one 
in heart with all its pnnciples and though they 
may in actual practice even carry them out The 
factious spirit is verj strong and the consequeuce 
is, vve are so divided among ourselves that no 
common agreement seems sufficient enough to 
make us forget our differences, and bnng us 
together It is amidst such a people of whom 
we ourselves form a part that the work of the 
Thetstic Church has to be done, and the work 
seems well nigh stupendous. The most difficult 
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part of the work consists In convincing people 
that before God all are equal, and the barriers of 
caste are artificial and not heaven ordained but 
manmade. Any other movement which accen- 
tuates these barriers and upholds them, finds a 
large number of adherents and in the Madras 
Presidency, to which I have the honor to 
belong Iheistic Churches are not so many 

as could be expected, but are scattered fevv 
and far between, and their work is confined 
to very small centres with very limited 
activities 

Then the question arises whether the work Is 
to be given up as a wild goose chase, and we are 
to be content with the policy of let alone, waiting 
for better times The time spirit, however, seems 
to be against any such view, and favourable to 
the workers in the cause The ivalls of supersti 
tion and prejudice appear to have been the result 
of isolation and exclusiveness The vast distances 
and the difficulties of travelling and thus under 
standing the people of one place by another, their 
habits and manners, have partly to account for 
this state of things With the introduction of 
Railways, the shortening of distances, and the more 
frequent intercourse among the people of different 
countries, and the introduction of all the arts of 
civilised life, such as the Postal and Telegraph 
departments combined with the circumstance that 
4 
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all the people of India are brought under Pax 
Biitamca and are governed by one stytem of laws 
ahd oonstitution and that a common Unguage 
has been found for India in that of the rulers which 
has made correspondence easy these walls are 
slowly giving way and the inroads of the Theistic 
Church into the domain of caste are made easier 
Customs and practices of one place can be easily 
compared with those prevailing in another and 
nothing so much appeals to the imagination as 
onesoivTi experience By comparison what was 
hitherto thought to have foundation m the nature 
of things IS no longer considered as such but only 
as a thing devised for the sake of conve lence. 
In proof of this I have only to point out that one 
luing m the cities is found to be less bigoted and 
more liberal in his views and practices than 
one living m a far-off village away from the centre 
of civilisation the difference being that the preju 
dices ba\e slowly melted away and disappeared 
altogether by contact and companson of the habits 
of neighbours for which there was no opportunity 
m the other case. 

The next favourable circumstance for thegroivth 
and expansion of the Thcistic movement is the 
fact that the spintual ideals which it holds aloft 
are coming to be recognised as essential and true 
by liberal movements in all lands Increasing 
attention is being paid of late to this aspect 
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whose ^rays are inscrutable and who directs us all 
to the right i*n the end 

It will then be found that the Theistic*^ Church 
has only to be properly organised and the centres- 
of activity multiplied It is workers in the cause 
that are needed and with more enthusiasm and 
zeal in the propagation and spread of the Faith 
It IS sure to leaven the whole mass The times are- 
particularly propitious and the success of the 
other movements as the political social, educational 
and the'lindustnal, depends upon the growth and. 

expansion of the Thcistic Church They are hut 
a reflection of the mam important movement and 
when the heart is sound and healthy the vvhole 
machinery of the organs m the body need not f®ar 
of disease and decay The heart blood has to run 
freely to all the parts of the bod; and so long as- 
the flow ofblood is pure and copious every part 
of the body will be health} and vigorous and full 
of gushing life; As in essence, all the other mov'C- 
ments are the reflex of the Thcistic movement, 
they have to co-operate and work simultaneously,.' 
What IS after all the aspiration of either the social 
reformers or the political reformers but that the 
sense of justice should not be allowed to suffer any 
shock by tlie pnde of racial superiority, or the 
supenority of one sex over the other, that equal 
opprtunities should be given to all to cuJfiv'ate 
their owm institutions, that there should be freedom 
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and emancipation from bondage of artificial rules, 
and that thought and action diould be allowed to 
^row and expand without let or hindrance but 
without at the same time degenerating itself into 
bcense. How can these things be, except under 
the proper controlling agency of well directed in- 
fluence of religion ? It is therefore of primary im- 
portance that an eames endeavour has to be made 
4n the spread of the teachings^ of the Brahmo 
Sama], and m proportion as we put forth our efforts 
we shall be entitled to the gratitude of tlie coming 
generations 

The annual The Stic Conference is held for the 
purpose of deliberating as to how we should direct 
our operations, and I am glad to note in this 
-connection that one lahh of rupees has been given 
ijy an estimable gentleman of Bombay for the 
Brahmo Missionaries of the Sadharan Samaj 
to work m the Prarthana Samaj tl ere. Though 
■we are concerned with religious work, yet capital 
IS also sometimes needed, and I have to remember 
■with gratitude that for the extension of our 
little Mandir at Mangalore we received substantial 
help from our friends in Bombay It is Bengal, 
howeier, that supplies the initiative m all the 
great undertakings, and it is from the North 
that we take the waters of the Ganges and quench 
the thirst of the aspiring soul It is Bengal that 
supplied almost all the great men m the last 
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century as well as in the present and it is here 
that the stream of religious life flows deep and 
clear The names of the great leaders of the 
movement like Rajah Raramohun Roy Maharshi 
Devendranath Tagore, Brahmananda Keshuh 
Chunder Sen Protapchander hfozoomdar Ananda 
Mohun Bose Pandit Sivanath Sastn and a host 
of others «ham I need not name and \vhoare 
sttU mth us are names to conjure with and to 
electrily all our latent ene^es. They did yeomans 
ser\nce to the cause in their tune and we owe a 
deep debt of obligation to them all Their 
memones are still kept green by us and we cherish 
them dearly and we fondly hope that the mm'e 
matt if properly worked wilt produce yet greater 
men to inspire and guide the path of the less 
enlightened brethren. When we entertain such 
great hop« for the future of our Church it is hat 
proper that we should not do anj thing to sully 
Its nama It is here that we often turn our e>*es, 
and I hav-e therefore one word to say to >*011 mfh 
reference to a subject which I would rather haw 
left unsaid It Is that the Brahmo Samaj bang 
such a grand organisation and destined to become 
a World Religion in future bj the grace of God» 
should not be allowed to be divided aginst 
Itself by schism of any sort. There is the dinger 
of our being also sunk in ignorance I ke 
the rest, and while we call upon the rest to 
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make up their diflerences and unite together, it is 
not proper that we should afibrd e\.amples in our 
own lives, of separation and distrust in each other 
The cause that we embrace IS too sacred to permit 
of making much of our own private differences and 
exalt them to the rank of diflerences m principle , 
for in religion as in other things “united we stand, 
and divided we fall” 

I thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for your 
kind patience m hearing me on the several subjects 
which I hav^ discussed at some length and on 
which I felt rather strongly and permit me once 
more to thank you for the honour you ha\edone 
to my humble self, by asking me to preside at 
this celebration 

Peace, Peace, Peace. 


The proceedings of the evening ended with the 
election of the Subjects Committee. 

On the next day the Conference met again 
at 7-30 A M when Mr N G Wclhnker, 
Principal D>al Singh College, Lahore conduct- 
ed divine serMce, after which Pabu Lallt 
Mohan Das, M A. of Cilcutta read the following 
paper — 



C 56 ] 

PROPAGATION OF BRAHMOISM 
IN BENGAL. 

(BY BABU LAUTMOHAN DAS, M A.) 

Brahmoism is the religion of the age. The 
world is slowly but surely moving towards it In 
modem times a new spirit has daivned upon the 
earth; the world has felt its impact A wave of 
liberalism has been passing all over the world, on 
the one hand undermining the time-honored insti- 
tutions of social and moral bondage and rank 
superstitions and prejudices to which millions of 
people ^^ere unconsciously victims and on the other 
hand broadening the spiritual vision, infusing new 
idwls into the hearts of those who were so long 
blind to the true destiny of man Ours is the age 
of liberty of thought and action in all spheres of 
life and of catholicity of spirit Great changes have 
been brought about in recent years, m politics, 
social polity, in science and literature. Modem 
science and modem philosophy hai'e been paving 
the way to liberalism in v'arious domains of our 
thoughts and activities. Religions of the world, in 
spite of their difTerent forms and practices not 
altogether divested of blind prejudices, sectarian 
narrowness and bigotry that often give rise to 
religious feuds, have been, all over the world, 
tending towards one goal — universal theism. 
The theistic movement — the direct and spiritual 
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%\or5hip of the One True God— has been gatmng 
ground daj by day aU over the ^\orld Yet there 
IS a strong necessit> and urgency on the part of 
those who advocate theisticpnnciplcs, for mahing 
strenuous cfToits to propagate its principles to the 
jet uninitiated The idea of One God and the 
necessity of His spiritual worship is not new in 
India or in any other country But in past ages 
theistic principles were intermixed with gross forms 
of idolatry and even the staunchest votanesof 
theism were not unoften seen to support and tahe 
part publicly m idolatrous practices 

The theism which shall be in consonance with 
the spirit of the modem age, must not onlj be a 
philosaplucal creed confined to the enlightened few 
but It must be a life giving religion of the heart, 
moulding and sanctifying the thoughts feelings 
and activities of the people at Jarga Our entire 
activities social or domestic, priv*ate or public, must 
be regulated according to theistic principles and 
our life and character based on theistic ideals 
The religion ot the Brahmo Samaj has certain 
principal charactcnstics which are as follows — 
(i) spirituality (■•) liberty 13) universality and 
catholicity (4) morality (5) sociability and (6) all 
comprehensiveness In propagating the principles 
of Brahmoism we must not lose sight of these 
characteristics of our religion we must bearrn 
mind that ours is a universal religion embracing 
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humanity at lar^e and that to w’orship the One True 
God in spint and truth and to do His will, to 
realise God m all concerns of life, is the goal of 
human life and the supreme privilege of every man 
Though the whole world is irresistibly movnng 
towards this universal theism and no reactionary 
forces will ever be able to retard its progress >et 
we who have tasted its sweet fruits, owe it to 
ourselves to God and to man to see that the light 
of true religion be kindled in every heart illumining 
the dark paths of ignorance and superstition 
Brahmoism has had its birth in Bengal The 
number of Drahmos and Brahmo Samajes is far 
greater here than in any other part of the country 
Here the missionary activities have been more 
vigorous than in any other Province. Yet I must 
confess with regret that our attempts to preach 
the gospel of Brahmoism have been verj feeble 
and our achievments small, considering the vast 
field of work lying before us In many places 
Samajes exist but their existence ts almost 
nominal since they are attended only by a few 
men who have no other public function in conncc 
tion with the Samaj than to hold regular or 
irregular service once a w«ek Our missionanes 
are few m number and most of them are at present, 
enfeebled by age or disease Gloomy as the picture 
is from thU point of view, I still b“Iievc in the pro- 
vidence of God and m the ultimate tnumph of 
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truth Brahmotsm shall triumph, God in Hi& 
mercy, will infuse new spirit into the minds of His 
ser\’ants or raise up a new band of w orkers de\ oted 
to His cause ^%ho will hold out the banner of lose 
and truth before the millions of this vast continent. 
The force of theistic principles is irresistible. They 
must find their way to every hearth and home and 
those who ssill be harbingers of this divmc light,, 
wrill be thrice blessed But at present we must 
make the best of whit we have and try to utilise- 
the resources at our disposal leaving theconse 
quences in the hands of Him who is the dispenser 
of all good things 

(i) We have three sections of the Brahmo- 
Samaj here in Calchtta. But m the Mofussil most 
of the Samajes have been practically maintaining' 
neutraht> in as much as they o/Ter their pulpits 
to the missionaries and ministers of all the sections 
of the Samaj though these Simajes and members 
belonging to them have speaal leanings tovards 
this or that section The number of missionaries,, 
and mission workers m these three sections though 
inadequate, is not alti^cther small If the> agree 
to work together on broid liberal principles,, 
eliminating the non essentials from the essentials 
of religion and standing on fundamental doctrines 
of Brahmoism I think, the> can yet effectively 
carrj the gospel of our faith far and near not only 
in Bengal but in the whole of India 
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(2) In Calcutta, Dacca, Barisal Bankipur and 
Cherrapoonjee only we hat'e permanent seats of 
inissionaries In all other places the nork of the 
Samaj is carried on by lay men of the locality , 
missionaries MSit these pla^s only occasionally 
This state of things is not at all satisfactory 
Occasional missionary visits, of course, help to 
infuse new spirit and enthusiasm into the minds of 
the local Brahmos and to stir up the dormant reli 
gious sentiments of the^ublic. But in order that the 
work may be effective and lasting a whole time 
missionary should be located at each important 
centre il not at each Samaj At present it is 
absolutely necessary that the whole of Bengal 
including Behar Orissa Chotanagpur and Assam 
ahould be divided into a few mission units and 
for each unit a missionay or mission worker should 
be placed at a central place from which he may 
pay visits to and guide the operations of the 
Samajes within his jurisdiction strengthen the 
local Brahmos and try to propagate our principles 
in places where there are no Brahmo Samajes. 
"For the present besides the places where there are 
already missionanes the following places maybe 
recommended as mission centres in Bengal — 
Gauhati Jalpaigun Comtlla Burdwan, Slidnapur, 
Bhagalpur Ranchi Cuttack Knshnagar, Fandpur, 
Pabna Tangail and Khulna. 

(3) New missionaries ate nbsolutely necessaiy 
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\Vc \\*ant men -and money. These t^vo factors of 
successful mission operations arc Interdependent; 
if we get men of eneigy and piety to undertake 
mission uork, money Mill be forthcoming ; on the 
other hand, if money is forthcoming, workers will 
not be wanting It is to be regretted that there 
is a want of missionary teal among us, now a daj's 
The spirit oi self-sacrifice for the cause of religion, 
for the purpose of uplifting humanity to a 
higher Ideal of morality and religion, is at a dis- 
count at least among the members of the Brahmo 
Samajes in Bengal There ought to be a number 
of religiously disposed men ofcducation and charac- 
ter coming fornard to undertake the mlS'ion work. 
They should be ready to sacrifice all, suffer all, if 
need be for God and man, for the propagation of 
the sating truth of Brahrooism On the other 
hand the members of the Brahmo Samij ought to 
contribute liberally to the mission fund so that the 
new light of the spintual religion of the Brahmo 
Samaj may be carried to every town and village 
We shall be wanting m our loy'alty to God and to 
the church to which we have the honour to belong, 
if we fail to open our purse for carrying on its 
work. We should remember if the saving religion 
of the BrahmoSamaj has brought peace and consol- 

atation to our troubled souls, we have no right to 

deny the same benefits to other struggling spirits 
thirsting after true religion. No work has ever been 
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-done uithoutKillinff sacrifice on the part of those 
stho are intercsterl in it Our lose for God and 
the church uill be tested by the amount of sacrifice 

-uhich ue are ready to malte for its cause I hope 
and trust, men and money nil! be forthcoming for 
the carrying on of the sacred work of the Ilrahmo 

oamaj. 


C4) The Ilrahmo Samaj has never had an ade- 
■quate number of missionaries. The mission w ork 
of the Samaj has, since its foundation, been, to a 
\-ery great extent, carried on by the lay-members 
having missionary zeal. The Brahmo Sam?j* has 
effaced the false line of demarcation that is often 
arbitrarily drawn between the clergy and the laity. 
The Brahmo Samaj rec^nlses no such unnecessary 
distinction except in so far that the ordained 
missionaries can devote more time and energy to 
mission work than the latter. Most of the Brahmo 
Samajes in all parts of India, owe their origin and 
existence to the missionary zeal and self-sacnficing 
spirit of the lay members of the society. Much of 
the preaching work has always been done by lay- 
men But it is to be regretted that the missionary 
zeal of the lay members of the church has now a 


days greatly abated. The number of Brahmos 
is on the increase. There are men of light and 
leading holding high rank and social position in 
■different parts of the county; Some of them even 


now do as much as lies in their power for the 
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furtherance of our cause. But most of them are 
indifferent The missionary zeil which was evinc- 
ed by the late Babus ChandicharanSen ’Jagadiswar 
Gupta, Padmahas Goswami, Uroeshchandn Dutt, 
Prakas Chandra Ray, and many otliers, some of 
whom are stiU living, commands universal admira- 
tion They, amidst their multifarious public and 
pnvate duties found time to propagate the princi- 
ples of Brahmoism far and near in every possible 
vvay It IS only fitting that the lay members of 
ourSamaj in town orMofussil, should imitate their 
bright examples and tiy to propagate the principles 
of our faith wherever they happen to live. They 
may help to strengthen the local Samajes or 
establish new Samajes where there is none , they 
may deliver lectures organise philanthropic works 
and lead preaching parlies to theMofussil whenever 
practicable. 

(5) Our cause may be greatly furthered b> the 
establishment of educational Institutions under 
Brahmo management at different centres Through 
education Brahmo ideals may be instilled into the 
minds of the rising generation and the Brahmo 
teachers may greatly help in moulding the life and 
character of young men according to our ideal On 
the other hand Brahmo teadiers supported by the 
schools and colleges, may work for the local 
Brahmo Samajes in vanous ways without burden- 
ing the Samajes witli thcir expenses. Even now we 
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liavc a considerable number of professors and 
teachers m colleges and schools in different parts 
of the country Some of them have been doing 
yeoman’s service to our cause But others are not 
so active. They should rouse up their dormant 
spirit and help the struggling Samajes to carry on 
their work vigorously Every Brahmo is a mission 
ary, so goes the saying Every Brahmo is respon- 
sible to God and man for the furtherance of the 
cause of the tlieistic roovemerit , every Brahmo, no 
matter whatever his rank or position may be, 
should come forward to help the cause of the 
Brahmo Samaj 

(6) Without deviating from the high ideal 
of our uunersa! religion without identifying 
the religion of our church with Hinduism or any 
other historical religion we may take the help of the 
different scriptures of the world in preaching 
our gospel to different sections of the Indian 
people. We should accept the essentials of 
all religions which arc substantially the same 
and reject the non-essentials that are erroneously 
regarded by millions of the votaries of the respec- 
tive religions as mdispcnsaUe articles of faith 
The great Raja Rammohun Roy showed the way 
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workers has been doing 0100116111 mission nork 
among the Hindus by reading and explaining to 
them texts from Hindu scriptures according 
to the theistic ideal Others may follow his ex 
ample Some may read and explain the texts from 
A1 koran to ourMahommedan friends amon"- whom 
may expect to find many a sympathetic 
listener But in this respect our preachers should be 

aery careful There is a tendency m certain quar 
tem to represent our unitersal faith as a sectional 
^I gion This tendency should be discouraged 
But for the strenuous efforts and sacrificing real of 
St Paul who carried the light ofChristianity beyond 
the bounds of Judaic influence the religion of love 
as preached by Christ Jesus would have remained a 
sectarian religion confined to a few persons or 

Jewish origin St P«er did not like this umver 

sahsing movement but history tells us who 
has reudered greater service to Christianity In 
reading and explaining the texts from different 
scriptures let us not forget for a single moment 
that ours IS a church universal under whose banner 
allrac^of mank nd will stand as brothers hand 
in hand and shoulder to shoulder All senot ^ 
of the world arc sacred ,0 us all prophets ^ T 
vvorld are our teachers We must sit at the rL j 
all and take inspiration from them all h,.t v ^ 
thro V out lots with none of diem G d 

unmistakeable guide. In all our e^ 
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( 9 ) Several Samajes have been evtinct now, 
having no one to look after their affairs There 
are Prayer Halls but there is none to conduct 
dwme service , attempts should be made to revive 
these Samajes by enlisting the sympathy of men 
belonging to the localities 

(10) We have hitherto done very little towards 
carrying the gospel of truth to the masses, towards 
ameliorating their condition and uplifting the 
depressed classes- In Bengal we have our mission 
m the Khasi hills and the single handed labours 
of our missionary, Babu Nilmani Chakravarti 
have been bearing fruits Our fnends of the Dacca 
Branch of the Sadhanasram have opened a 
Depressed Classes Mission in the interior of the 
Dacca District and the work is being earned on 
with zeal At Barahnagorc the life long labours 
of Babu Sasipada Banerjea have attained a con- 
siderable success and the working men of the 
locality have been drawn towards the Brabmo 
Samaj But these successes are mere dew drops 
in the vast ocean of work that lies before us in thi:» 
direction It will not do to confine our activities 
to the educated few Brahmoism must not 1% 
the religion only of the upper ten thousands but 
it must filtrate through the lower strata of society 
Btit in order that the masses may be drann to our 
faith, It IS absolutely necessary that schools should 
be established among them They must be reached 
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w orkers should make it a point to carry Brahmo 
books with them and persuade the people to 
purchase them Young men should volunteer to 
carry books from house to house m Calcutta and 
Mofussil and help the Samaj in gumg its message 
to the people Our papers also help the preaching 
work , attempts should be made to improve the 
papers and to have their circulation as lai^e as 
possible. 

(13) General literature may form a medium 
for propagating our liberal principles We have 
several authors and journalists among us In 
writing books and articles they should consider 
It their bounden duty to inculcate the high liberal 
principles of the Brahmo Samaj into the minds of 
their readers through their writings Our leading 
men are often invited todeliier speeches or take 
part in meetings not connected with the Brahmo 
Samaj They may often utilise these opportunities 
to set before the public our high ideals as far as 
practicable consistently ivith the functions they 
are asked to perform There they have grave 
responsibilities and to forget those responsibilities 
will be injurious to the cause of the Samaj 

(14) Above vU our life and character should 
be such as may command respect of the public. 
We must live purely a Brahmo life Our mission- 
aries and workers should mix with the people 
sympathise with them feel for their distress and 
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help them not only in their ^iplritual struggles but 
also in their struggles for bread. They should ses 
men of all denominations where\er they go and 
ti>' to enlist their s)*rapathy. 

Times are now favourable for the propagation 
of our faith. The recent political agitation has 
opened the c>esof our people to the serious 
problems of the daj . The question of umfj ing 
the various races of India, professing different 
religions, speaking different languages and having 
different social customs and usages, has been 
troubling our public men. And the thoughtful 
among them have begun to feel that the principles 
which the Brahmo Samaj hold and preach, can 
hsipcffecthelf fo solve the national problems of 
the day. The people are eager to hear our 
message ; bat vve have been falling in discharging 
the duties God has entrusted to us. Let us have 
faith in His meng' and make strenuous efforts for 
propagating our faith. Let us forget our pettj’ 
differences and make one great effort in carrying 
the light of our faith to everj town and village; 
to ev ery hearth and home. Whole hearted devotion 
to the cause is the one thing needful "In things 
essential unitj-, in things non-essential liberty and 
in all things chant)’,” let this be our motto Inspired 
by true faith in the In ing God, let os come forward 
to do nhatever we can m furtherance of our cause 
and contribute liberally to the mission fund "Love 
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and service let that be our life s work Lo%eof 
God and ser\ ice of man is the one end of our life 
and let us be ever ready to make sacrifices for the 
attainment of that end 

Mr D V Prakash Rao BA of Cocanada a 
veteran worker of the Theistic movement m the 
Northern Circars next read the following paper 
embodying practical suggestions for the further 
ance of the Theistic movement in the east coast 
of Madras Presidency — 

Mr President Brother Delegates Ladies and Gentle 
men 

I stand before you in comphaoce with the request of 
my Brother Mr Hem Chandn Sarkar, who wrote to me 
a fen days ago to come prepared v itb a short paper con 
taming practical su^estions for the furtherance of 
Theistic movement on the east coast of the Madras 
Presidency The Theistic movement took its root in 
our Presidency from the date on \ hich Brahmananda 
Keshub Chunder Sen first set his foot at Cal cut in 1864 
Fourteen >ears after a regularly organ zed Prarthana 
Samaj was established at Rajahmundr} wh ch claims 
the honour of be ng the first to vn in the Mufassil to 
worsh p God in spirit and in congregation Rao Bahadur 
Mr k. Viresalingam Pantulu whose name and fame 
as a theist and social reformer have been long kno vn 
to Bengal was the Pres dent founder of the Rajahmundry 
Brahmo Samaj and the cluster of Samajes non scattered 
all over the distncts north of Madras may be said to 
owe their origin to his influence direct or ind rect In 
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lus interesting ‘ i rmus rRon tuf siflo ,wniten during 
the course of (irt tours in our districts from j 904 onwards, 
Mr Hem Clwndra Satkit has liccn occasioiully erv 
ligfucnmg ilic Irahrao public on the condition of tlie 
SamajM m the difllrcnt sttdons which he sniited, and 
the circumstcncM which arc contributing lo their deiclop- 
ment or deterioration 

riie S.imajes m the cast coast districts which can be 
fiund at Berkamporc, larUVimidi, Vinanagram, 
I’ittapur I uddapur, Cocinada, KjijahTnundr), hanapur, 

I Hore, Ikzwada, ^fasutlJ^aUm, Guntur, Narsaraupeta, 
fcnali, Rjpatla LpunpatCni an<l ^cUorc, were at first 
mostly congregations consisting of a doating population 
of members, llic importance and stability of the Samaj 
at each station except Ra;ihoiund(7 Masuhpatasn, 
depended upon the amount of mflucocc ttcrased by 
one or 1*0 of us imcUgent members and the Samaj 
used to be m state of suspended anwnstion when such 
member or members had left the suiiotu Unfortunately, 
the Southern India Bnthmo Samaj at Madras has not 
been able to uererse the influence whicli a premier 
Samaj nt a Presidency town is expected to do Thus 
every Samaj was a separate unit and there was neither 
cohesion not concerted action, twr iras any Samaj 
affiliated to the parent Samaj at 5tadras or Calcutta. 

lilt, missionary aasits lo our d stnets of Pandit Siva 
natli Sasin Messrs Uipm Qiandta Pil, Hem Chandra 
Sarkar, V R- Shinde Amnia lail Bose, M N Bose and 
H C Maitra and others coupled with the spread of 
ibeistic 1 tcraturc and theistic journals of India and 
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England, and Ihc penodjcals, though of shorter life, 
started by us ha% e popularized the cause of theism to a 
perceptible extent. 

From the beginning, our Samajes which are funda 
mentally concerned with the spiritual interests of their 
members, have not forgotten their duty to society in 
other directions However imperfect, CTude and fleeting 
then actiMties might appear to an onlooVer, the Samajes 
hate not Ignored the social aspect of then propaganda. 
Hence religious tcfonu and social reform have gone hand 
in hand wheteter there has been a hrahmo Samaj, or 
a Prarthana Stm&j with the result that, to the regret 
of many of those who do not belong to these Samajcs 
separate social reform assocutions hate ceased to eaist. 
\i our critics mahe it a point to revile at Drahcnoism 
and misrepresent it as Chruttanity in disguise, active 
soaal tefotmecs or sympathmets with social tefotm in 
voKing expulsion from caste are rarely to he found 
outside the pale of the Bixihmo Sarasj For the disliLe 
which they entertain towards the Brahmo Samaj et'en 
sympathisers of socnl reform hate been indifferent not 
omy to the soaal side of the Samaj work, but are sweU 
mg the ranks of the opponents In proof of this 
obsenation, it may be mentioned that even m Cocanada, 
which is one of the centres of theistic activities, three 
ruutch parties were allowed to smg and dance in the 
Coronation Durbar procession on the 12th night, the 
organizers choosing or deliberately conniving at that 
method of wounding the feelings of the Brahmo members 
of the Executive Committee for the Durbar Day 
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CetebraUo!\s who arc well known for their anti nautch 
propaganda. “ 

The agencies required for the successful propagation 
of theism are in my opinion (i) well conducted News 
papers (2) Cheap Theistic I iterature m Telugu (3) Able 
Missionaries (4) N\e!l-conducted Educational Institutions 
like Young Men’s Brahmo Associations and (5) I’enodtc 
conferences. 

Taking the aboie items in order — 

(i) Nnvs Papprs. 

YVilhin my knowledge ten periodicals were started m 
the Telugu country to help the cause of Theism and 
they were discontinued after a long or bnef career, either 
for lack of organtr.ed and sustained work, or owing to 
dissensions among the workers thcmselies. A well 
conducted Theistic journal neser lacked public support, 
in the face of opposition which in many places is repre- 
sented by persons who for the sake of self-advancement 
scruple not to misrcprcsentocn the Brahmo Samsj as a 
seSitious movement, while professing friendship and 
sympathy with it and acting in union with the Brahmo 
leaders of the station in other spheres of actiiitj , the 
position of an Editor of a Brahmo organ in the MuJassiI 
would be very delicate. There is, therefore no prospect 
of a well-conducted Brahmo organ in Telugu being 
ushered into existence in our d slncts ra the near future. 
Until the clouds of suspiaon against the Brahmo Samaj 
are dissipated in our parts and the Police cease to watcb 
the movements of the Brahmo workers I would suggest 
\\i2X The Jvdtan Mtssensfr ticA other Theistic joumaJs- 
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be supplied to dona fide students, public associations, 
and to clerks and teachers on^Hs to and below for half 
rates in order to render them more popular and acces 
sible to a wider circle of readers 

The crj eierynhere is for cheap Theistic literature 
m vernacular The English Works of Eammohun 
Roj, Keshub ChunderSen Pratap Chandra Mozoodar, 
Pandit Sivanath Sasln Tattvabhushin Strkar and 
Ranade have been of immense service to us and are 
eagerly sought after by many The study of such 
books will surely dispel the prejudice against Brahmo 
ism As an inducement to read and understand those 
treasure-houses of knowledge the system of presenting 
copies of those somevhat costly books b> gentlemen 
who can afford to do so to the successful }oung men 
m the Umversit} Lraminations may be adopted as is 
done with the Holy Bible by Christian Mission Socie* 
ties ^Ve pass resolutions in our Conferences entrust 
ing the duty of writing books on theistic and allied 
subjects to members who for several reasons, are unablo 
or unfit to perform the task W ant of leisure want of 
libraries containing books of reference and want of 
pierious study of the subjects are hindrances in the 
way of members who arc otherwise anxious to discharge 
their dut) Members who have studied the subjects 
thoroughly and who can well expound them m English 
should undertal e to write bnef chapters in Engl sh and 
get them rendered into our Vernacular This is how 
the voluminous but cheap Chnstian Vernacular I itera 
ture IS being produced jear after jear and distributed 
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broadcast. The Missionary JCdicor of Tkt Eav , a 
weekly TcIuj^ti newspaper with wide arcuhtion, pub- 
lished by the Canadian Baptist "Mission Society m our 
Town, resorts to this method whenever he wants to 
express his own views on important political and other 
topics. \Ve should have recourse to the same methods 
to create a Thcistic Vcmacular Laierature in our 
districts. 

The occasional visits to our districts of Btahmo 
Missionaries have created a great deal of mtcrest in the 
public mind to know what the gospel of Brahmoism ts 
In these daj-s of study of comparative theology aod 
Wide cuIturCi the audience are often better informed 
about religious topia than the preachers from the 
pulpit or the lecturers on the platform Hence prea 
chers of average capaaty cannot command la towns a 
good hearing and our Saovajes arc too poor to secure 
the services of a costly nissionaiy possessing, necessary 
training and culture. Even such a mao should have 
the tact to reconale, the past wuh the present and 
ability to interpret the west to the cast He should 
develop in himself the national wajs of preaching and 
living, instead of harping on the foreign system m which 
he might have been trained with a purpose. Under 
the care of ill-equipped preachers, any Samaj will sufler 
instead of progressing Brahmoism can be rendered 
popular and attractive to some extent, if a few Ilrohmo 
families of Bengal be prevailed upon to settle amidst 
us, so that our people may know and realire what the 
ideals of a real Brahroo family are. In this period of 
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religious transition, there should be practical example of 
a model family like that of the late Mr Chandicharan 
Sen at Waltair before us to mould the lives of members 
or families in our country 

There is the fiounshing Veresalingam High School 
at Rajahmundrj, whose spacious buildings were opened 
a month ago by Principal H C 'Maitra. It can be 
said to he an exclusively Brahmo Institution as tegular 
theistic religious instruction is arranged to be imparted 
to Its students The Pittapur Rajahs College, Coca 
nada though not a Brahmo Institution is presided 
o>er by a Brahmo and counts among its teaching staff 
a good number of Associate members of the local 
Brahmo samaj The Pittapur Rajahs Orphanage at 
Cocanada is an out and out Brahmo institution It is 
refreshing to add that m the Colleges and Schools from 
Berhampore to Madras, one often i^mes across teachers 
who have been slowly but steadily inculcating the pnn 
ciples of Brahmoism to their pupils and preparing their 
minds for their reception when those students repair 
to join the institutions in toims It would be advisable 
for influential members of the various Samajes, to en 
courage their }Oung men of parts with mclmations to- 
wards Brahmoism to enter the educational line since 
they, as teachers of young bojs, will have exceptional 
facilities to sow the seeds of theism and prepare year 
after } ear an increasing number of sympathetic hearts 
The Hindu and Mohammedan Girls’ Schools estab- 
lished by Government m our distncts are of the Ele- 
mentary Grade and very few of them have got the full 
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complement of women tcachc«, in spite of S*atc ScJiclar 
«hips lo widsws. In consequence, grown up girls are 
not being ^llovicd to ttnum m s<‘hf>o\ long enougb to 
comj ’etc eicn the elementary cours* of studies. If 
women tenchers lie secured to the csK'mg elementary 
schools there is cier) prospect of grown up gifls being 
allowed to attend them in large numbers. A Central 
Secondary School for girls equipped on the lines of the 
Ilrahmo Boarding School at Calcutta, will then be a 
neccssiS) The Madras Gotemment, hanng lately sanc- 
tioned the c:subhsh(nem at Rajahmuodry of a Train- 
ing School for women teachers to sene the coast dis* 
tncts, Kajahmundry will be a suitable centre for the 
locntion of the contemplated Central Secondary School 
for Indun women. Rao Bab-sdur Mr Vensalms*^ 
Panlulu has alread) acquired an cstensii’e plot of 
grou 0(1 at a distance from the bus) portion of the town, 
m which a 11 tdows Horae andaKescuc Horne have been 
alri»d) built. There is amp'c space left m it for the 
construction of an) number of ndditional buildings re- 
quired for kindred purposes. The Versalingaoi High 
School at Rajabmundr) and ibc Fittapur Rajah's College 
Cocanada, admit Panchamas into their classes without 
the necessity of then Tcsorting to Christian schools, and 
the former admits girls into higher classes, without com 
pelling them to go to European schools for girls. The 
Central Secondar) School should be under the control 
of the local Hitakarmi Samaj which manages the Verasa 
lingam High School abov c referred to 

Much good will result by starting and workmg in the 
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chief centres of Theistic actnit), \oung Men’s Brahmo 
Associations after the model of Y M C A ’s, Reading 
Rooms with Thetstic journal^ and Libraries filled with 
Nolumes on religious and philosophical subjects may be 
attached to the same Lectures by leading thci!.ls may 
be arranged and classes for religious instructions opened 
therein In this way young men who are not neccs 
saiily members of Brahmo Samajes or Prayer Unions 
may be early induced to acquaint themselves with the 
Theistic life and thought and brought under its wholesome 
influence. 

PERtODte-Xt GATlIERtNCS. 

Conferences of friends and sympathisers of Theism 
are now being held at different centres but lack of or* 
ganised effort is rendenng them fruitless A Samaj which 
inxices a conference to its station has to struggle hard to 
raise funds required for its expenses Its difficulties tan 
be imagined from the fact that it often cannot spare 
funds even to publish the resolutions passed at the 
conferences. As seieral Samajes find it hard to raise 
small monthly suhscnpttons for ihetr recumng contm 
gencies, it is necessary that a fund should be started 
levying small annual contnbutions from each Samaj to 

be devoted to the publication of reports of the confer 

ences and tracts aod leaflets on theistic subjects for dis 
tnbution at the conferences At present the conferences 
are eventually resolving themselves into mere social 
gathenngs with no lasting benefit to their organirers or 
the delegates who attend them 
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unprecedented interest which has been evinced by all 
the different communities among our people in the 
impartation of distinctively religious education and 
largely as the consequence of this practically universal 
feeling the establishment of a large number of, what may 
be termed, "denominational* Educational Institutions 
Now taVing these two features, I desire to attempt a 
short study of them, so as to bring out with clearness the 
thoughts I intend to present to my hearers I ask first, 
whence comes this renewed and unquestionable interest 


in religious Education ?" We will be told it is because 
the eyes of the elders have been opened to the dangers 
and risks of a purely secular education They have seen 
we will be told, how it breeds lawlessness, disloyalty, 
contempt for age and authority— every thing in a word 
that makes for social and political disintegration Now as 
a teacher and educationist ofloogand varied experience 
I have been brought into the closest contact with a very 
large number of students at various ages and I have 
long felt an absorbing interest m studying their moral 
development , I have moreover brooded long and earnest 
ly over this subject of the effect of a purely secular 
educauon on the character of the young And I feel 
It onlj right to express as my conviction, that 
though a purely secular education has many drawbacks 
and will not produce to me of the types of character 

that I should much bke to see flourishing amongst us 
still that there is not the least ground to hold that it 
tends to engender or has as a matter of fact ReneraPi, 
engendered the evils which are sometimes laid at 
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door — sucTi as those I have mentioned abojt. Veiy 
many the great and good tnen, whom vre nghUy honour 
as the patterns of cinc and domestic virtues were brought 
up just under that seoibr srstem to which it is now 3 
da>s the ^hion to attnbutesome oflh'* woeful lapses 
from good cituemhip which in recent jears hare so 
sorely grieved us. hj is it then that the leaders of 
public opinion and Goiemmenl, which in that, matter 
most act with public opinion, sostrongly demand religious 
education ’ I think that if we analyse the m od of the 
l»ders earefuliy, «e shall not fail to see that this new 
care for religious education spnogs from the feehng 
that m keeping the young ignoran* of iherehgicrusscnfv 
tures of their race, we are depnnag them of that which 
IS best and highest in th* hentage of (heir race. The 
Arya> the Jain, the Sanatao Hiado, the Mahommedan, 
tbe Chnstun in loda has come to feel eaniesUy and 
deeply that it is impious and suiadal to allow his child 
to grow up without the knowledge of the feith wluch 
he knows is the one essential thing for making life 
happy and nobla And this to roy raind accounts for 
the general enthusiasm for religious edueswon which we 
are witnessing everywhere m India Icrdiy 

Now we members of iheTheistJc Church, the Church 
Urmersal as I lore to think of it, should rejoice in the 
emergence and growth of this feeling and heartly wel 
come the advent of rel^ous cduatioo m our educa- 
tional institntions. At tbe same time, it is our duty to 
watch Its workings with aauous care and prevent its 
dnftiog into unproStable channels. Religious education 
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^Ti SO tai as il fosters iiiaodVtAetot aSpml-oii^ 

Being as ihe \uthor and Rolcf of the world and en 
courages the spmt if re\ercnceof iherehgiojs senptures 
which bnng, as it were tidings of things dmne is bene- 
ficial in the highest degree , but it maj easily degenerate 
into the teaching of foimul'c and ritual and thus create 
the spint of bigotrj, fanaticism md hatred for other 
faiths than ones ovni. H hen it becomes this it becomes 
an e>nl of the first order, and poisons the fair fruits of 
education Now this is just the d ingcr that confronts 
us t&da> The denominational colleges, of which then, 
Are now a great maii>, arc tcachmg thosi, things >n their 
respectise faith which do not promote the spirit of true 
piety, and of human Brotherhood, but rather minister 
to the pride of religion and the conceit that ones own 
faith IS supenor to another mans This tendency is 
further accentuated by the fact that in the denomination 
al colleges the students are all or most of one faith and 
ha\e praclicall) no opportunity of coming into contact 
with those of other faiths and thus correcting their 
prejudices and misconceptions regarding alien faiths. 
Our denominational colleges, thus, chiefly as the effect 
of a narrow and sectanan religious culture, are fostenng 
a strong sectanan bias among their students and thus 
developing a type of thought and sentiment profoundly 
prejudicwl to national unity and strength. Now here is 
just where the services of the Brahmo Samaj is needed 
namely to teach our teachers and pupils by example 
and precept how to conserve that which is essential, 
permanent and valuable in rdigious education and at 
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the same time to keep out all that is merel> fonnalisticv 
sectarian and calculated to encourage prejudice and 
bigotrj 

But the practical question is *‘hon are we to proceed 
to do this’? Denominational schools there will continue 
to be , we cannot abolish them The tendencies of the 
time are all in their farour and denomnutionalism m 
education must be expected m increasing measureas 
time goes on — at least for many j ears to come B e are- 
actuslly on the eve of two great denominational unner 
sities It IS not the part of wisdom to decry the mevit 
able Rather than dwell on the dangers and draw 
backs of denominational institutions, let us seriously 
bethink ourselves what we can do as Church to mmi 
niise their sectarian tendencies I hope it will not be 
thought that there is nothmg that we can do 1 believe 
that very useful senice in (bis regard is not only open 
to us but demanded from us by the circumstances of 
the time in which we are living Let me bnefly indicate 
the lines on which we can render this semce 

First, The denominational institutions are greatly m 
need of hand books which wdl enable them to impart 
to their pupils in simple and attractive form the great 
things in their respective scnptures If such handbooks 
were forthcoming, they would be largely used, by which 
ever body or soaety they were compiled Now in our 
Church we have always insisted on the stuclj of the 
best things in all the scriptures of the world ’IVould it be 
beyond our resources — intellectual and matenal — 
compile manuals say on Vediuitisni, Blialli, 
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Jaini-im, Islam, Sikhism &.C for use in schools anil 
colleges’ 

Secondly in the present epidemic of formalistic and 
Tilualistic teaching the moral elements in the religious 
life are bung deplorably lost sight of Alwajs the letter 
Icilleth , but the spirit IS hfc going Amidst the wrangle 
of creeds and formulx, the weighty things viz. righteous 
Tii^s, brotherly love for all men and above all micduiy 
ar^ being sadly neglected. If »c could arrange for 
lectures being delivered by teachers and professors of 
the Hieistic faith to students in the ddferent denomtoa 
tional colleges on morals as based on religion and par 
ticularly dealing with civic duty ji its diflerent branches, 
our lectures will be gladly accepted by these colleges, 
Assuming of course that our lecturers are qualified for 
their work-— and we will do much to bring home to thv. 
mindofour genention that morality is nine points of 
rel gion Incidentally also our lecturers will be able to 
■do much to break down sectarian prejudice and ill felling 
Thirdly we can perform a service of the utmost 
unportance by drawing wp a careful and well graduated 
syllabus of religious instruction for schools and colleges 
with special reference to schools and colleges mainly 
or largely composed of Hindu students I am parti 
■cularty led to make this suggestion by the consideration 
of the needs of the college at Lahore under my charge, 
Lnown as Dyal Sing College. Here we are required by 
the will of the donor to give religious instruction accord 
ing to thi, teachings of the Brahmo samaj Yet ours is 
-not a denominational college,— indeed a Brahmo deno- 
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not actually resentful , besides the teacher is exp<»ed 
to the imminent danger of runnmg foul of the sensibilities 
of the Arja Saniajists rrhoare intercs ed in nothing but 
iht teaching of the di\me ongin and the infallibility 
of the Vedas Suppose we give them the arguments for 
Theism as denied from Natural Religion, it strikes them 
as a superfluitj, because they are nearly all of them 
behoers m God, if we teach them the mam behefs of 
our church, the process becomes principally intellectual 
and we awaken no emotion and make no use of the fine 
religious matenal that we ha\e here, as we awaken no 
enthusiasm and little response tn these men , then again 
the difficulties and dangers of introducing devotional 
exercises m our relgious classes are obvious Such 
are our difficulties, and I believe that tbe> are also the 
difficulues broadly speaking of other colleges where the 
jiersonnel of the teaching staff is Hrahmo, but the 
membership of the college is Urgel> Hindu Now I 
feel sure that to colleges m the position of our college at 
Inhere, It would be a great help if m consultation with 
our brothers who arc engaged in education and have 
wider experience of religious education we could get a 
definite course of rel gious instruction and could also 
arnve at some definite bnes of religious work among our 
pupils 

Fourthly the institution of a Brahmo Lecturership on 
the lines of the Haskell Lecturership would be a great 
step m advance in propagating our faith among the edu 
cated men of India. There are at least half a dozen men 
in our Oiurch who are capable of ably and persuasively 
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P'csentjn* the essentals of rhs Tbcjslic Faith and 
enforang lU claims in ihe li^l of ujHCHiate religious and 
philosophic thoaghL If one of such men devotes aboat 
two months every j ear in visiting the pnnapol cities of 
3ndu and presenting the messags of Brahmoism to 
enlightened and thoughtful men, much beniiit seems, to 
my mind, to be hkely to resulL I feel sure that the 
requisite financial means will be fo-thcommg if the 
matter is enthusistically taken up and a proper appeal 
made to the fiiends of the cause. 

Now m my liumble judgment the first s*cp towards 
the realisation of the objects I have outlined would be 
the format on of a Brahmo Educational League. The 
league should deil with all matters relating to religious 
education and tnuaiog of }outb> both wi'htn and out 
side of schools The league should, as opp<»TURity 
appean^ take up the matters I base enumerated above — 
the preparatsoQ ofievl books, the ©"ganisation of lectures 
and lectureships, the issuing of a manual of Thetstic 
Instruction for schools and colleges and the denstng 
of devotional eacroses suitable for schtxil and co lege 
classes and similar matters. 

Ouf educational opportutiit 7 at present is eiceptionaJIy 
good and I pray to the Giver of all good gifts that as a 
church we may not be found wanting tn this tnometitous 
crisis in the educational history of our beloi-ed land. 

This was followed by a Bengali paper on theRel^ous 
education of young People by Baba RabindranathTago'C 
in his own inimitable style. The paper was wn ten m 
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BengiU and has been publ shed s-parately m the form of 
& pampWei 


The Conference met again on the 28th morning 
rft 7 30 \ M when Pandit S N Sastn conducted 
divine service in English after which the subject 
of Work among Women was taken up for con 
sideration A large number of ladies were present 
on the occasion Babu Abmashchandra Majumdar 
first read the following paper contributed by Mrs. 
V A Shukhtanl ar who owing to unavoidable 
circumstances could not be present — 

^\ OMEN S WORK FOR WOMEN 
In Western countries where the broadening 
of womens education is one of the clearest marks 
of modem civilisation the women oftodayarc 
living m keenly progressive and spacious times 
A spirit of youth pervades the atmosphere of 
aspiration and a new fervour of living and the 
signs and wholesome fruits of womens endeavour 
are seen in many widely different spheres of acti 
vity The idea of self realisation has taken hold 
of them and the power to Jive a larger life than 
womens was formerly are becoming more and 
more the ambition of the educated classes of wo 
men and the desire grows within them to lead 
others less earnest and strenuously incl ned to 
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share this full life of being^ up and doing of learn- 
ing, thinking ofentering with heartj interest into 
the worlds large concerns — in a word to broaden 
for all of them their intellectual horizon to de\e’op 
the possibilities of their nature and to tram their 
faculties for some particular field of usefulness 
The sudject is a \crj interesting one, no doubt* 
affecting w'omen of both the East and V^est , but it 
IS not mj intention in this short paper to trv to 
trace the histor> and dilate upon the causes which 
ha\-e gnen rise to the "Womens movement^, as 
It IS popularly called, which embraces the whole 
question of the opportunities rights and duties 
of women It makes a long stot> , a story as old 
as womankind, for e%ery age and land has pro- 
duced women whose nobibt> of spirit and achiei'e 
ments have been a materia) contribution to the 
good and progress of humanil), “whose thought 
has enriched the blood oftbeworJd Wehaie 
recoids of women who haic changed the late 
of nations, ofwamor» eien poets acute thmkerv 
and writers, women of pre-emin“nt intellectual 
powers or spintusd tntensitj who haTC lived 
worked and died too when need came for the 
sake of good causes. Such were by no means 
confined to the West , the literature of the whole 
world IS adorned with instances of great women, 
and that of ancient India has given us splendid 
examples of noble women characters m the Vedas 
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Upinishads and the Furanas These arc the 
worlds notable women it is true, but the> have 
demonstrated w hat potentialities he m the whole 
body of womenkmd and the memor> of them 
has been a light on the path and an inspiration 
to go and do likewise to generations of women 
down to our own time. Their spirit endures and 
IS as a germinating seed producing noble fruit, 
often in unlikely places 

But although the power of individual women 
has shown itself m all times and places there "as 
until within recent >ears no concentration of 
force which could be considered a woman s mov e 
meat m the sense of the modern aspect which 
It has assumed Now it is both intense and wide 
spread affecting not onlj a few women of the 
higher classes but even the masses and there ts 
not one field of aciv\it> which is open to men 
excepting that of warfare where women are not 
coming fonv ard to share the worlds work No 
doubt there is verj little to how of actual ach e\e 
inent so far there scarcelj has been time for 
substantial results for the mov ement can hardly 
be said to have reached be>ond its infancj but 
Its enthusiasm is so intense that the modern 
vestern atmosphere seems to be surchaiged with 
It and whereier w estem culture spreads it carries 
with It the ideals of womens freedom and self 
real sat on 
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Naturally thss new spint is maVing itself fdt 
in India and an eanie^t desire is uorkin^^ among 
both the educated men and women of the country 
for the uphftmentof Indian women It is seen 
in the number of schools which have been started 
for dtmtntary edvsca\stiTi , every small 

town and even many villages now have these 
schools, and b^ond this we see a goodly number 
ofwomen receiving higher education The same 
forward spirit js to be observed in all the house 
hold ways and social relationships Modem 
women wish to live differently from the good 
old" ways of their grandmothers , no longer are 
the young women of the family content to be 
underand submissive to the matriarchal sway of 
their mother in law, and their young ideas cannot 
brook the old fashioned restraints of manner and 
restrictions imposed in social intercourse. Vow 
joung husbands and wives think they should have 
their separate household, feeling that they arc 
<]uite capable of managing their owm affairs v\nth 
out the help interference of their careful elders. 
Needless to there arc many among the ortho- 

dov portion of the Indian community and even 
a few amongst thcsoaal reformers who consider 
this state of things not altogether a pure blessing 
And we need not be surpnsedifit has its disad 
vantageous aspect , every reform movement, es- 
pecially m its period of transition is beset with 
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difficulties on all sides , but present no reason 
uliatever for wishing to check the mo\ementi> 
progress Ourdut) is to be cautions as far as possible 
and overcome any evils that may arise — not to allow 
our aims to be frustrated b) dread of them It w 
easj to sit idle and criticise but It is not this nay 
that progress is achieved Those who set out on a 
march on untrodden paths must cvpect to be 
pncked wth thorns and bruised with falls All 
honour to them if they can move onnards, not 
only with undaunted courage but looking all 
around them Very often the heat of enthusiasm 
and the glamour of novelty make us blind and we 
must take every care to be sure that vx are on the 
right path— that it ts a true gleam which we are 
follow mg and not a “will o the wisp 

In England the conditions of womens activity 
about half a century ago and the efforts made for 
women s betterment were not much dissimilar from 
those being made for women m India at the pre- 
sent time So that accounts of the life and work 
of some of the w omen leaders of that period w ill 
be found specially instructive here. Even in Eng 
land they still exercise a charm and hav e > et many 
lessons to teach the women of their country In 
these fortunate times ol every kind of communica 
tion between countries and nations the story of a 
noble and strenuous life becomes a common 
iwssession, and no doubt the works and lives o 
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these women are as much household know ledge to 
the ladies here as to English women Tliere are 
•several of whom mention might be usefully made 
' but to one particularly distinguished woman leader, 
who perhaps accomplished more for the cause of 
women than any other of her time, I will refer you 
Her name I have felt glad to hear, is quite familiar 
in India especially m the Brahmo Samaj more 
particularly perhaps for her writings on religious 
and philosophical subjects I mean Miss Frances 
power Cobbe. Probablj man> ladies here have 
read her fascmntmg Autobiography m which she 
describes amongst othe*’ such incidents as her 
ncquamtance and meetings with Indians m London 
and relates in her Ineh graceful style anecdotes 
of them In that \oIume too is sketched the 
philanthropic work which she was engaged m for a 
time with her friend Maf> Carpenter amongst the 
poor in Bristol Lven a slight acquaintance with 
her writings makes it easy to understand how her 
intellectual powers and attainments placed her with 
the leading minds of her da> both among men and 
women But her work the higher range*, ot 
literature does not here concern us. The attitude 
and utterances of a foremost woman leader from 
youth to advanced age of rare culture and strength 
of character have a special impressiveness and 
value for us now in the light of all that has 
transpired m the interval of 40 or 50 years since 
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she was strenuously working to gam %;omens 
admission to the universities to secure their 
entrance into the medical profession and as a 
•champion of womens legal and political rights 
Her enthusiasm for the cause of womens advance 
ment was founded on a whole hearted belief in its 
righteousness and propriety It was, however, by 
no means blind On the contrary she saw with 
prophetic insight the pitfills into which her sev 
might easily fall through taking limited or super- 
ficial views and by unstead> impulses In a senes 
of Lectures addressed to ladies m London and 
aftenvards published in book form under the title. 
^ Duties of Women nidel> read 1 hear m India, 
she made these noteworthy remarks — There are 
rocks ahead Our course towards a free and 
ennobled womanhood is by no means a secure and 
safe one Nor should we altogether condemn those 
among us who see these clangers more clearly than 
the advantageous we promise and deprecate the 
changes to which we look so hopefully \\ hat is 
It which must determine whether this great change 
fraught with such infinite consequences to human 
ity will be a benefit or an injury, a blessing or a 
cur<c? It must be Uie conduct of women them- 
selves during the great transition—The way we 
pass through the process of emancipation, the tone 
we adopt, the principles which w-e choose to guide 
03.” Further she adds, -I fa,} to find words to say 
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how important it seems to me that at this crisis of 
women’s history every one of us should each in 
her small way, b^m to tread the new path care 
full), giving no just cause of reproach or scandal 
or ridicule, and always m the right direction not 
only of a larger and freer life but of a life of higher 
self reverence broader piety, more tender goodness 
purer punt>, truer truth’ 

More than a quarter of a century has elapsed 
since these words were spoken but with equal 
appropriateness they can be applied in the condi 
tions prev’atling in England even now for the 
transitionarj period of women’s development is 
not passed and m everj’ fresh step which has been 
taken it has been seen that progress brings its own 
grave disorders In advanced Indian society also 
as more and more it absorbs the things of the West 
we find not onlj similar conditions with their 
accompan>ing dangers but with itsowm difficulties 
added due chiefly to the new culture not being 
indigenous. And until it strikes true roots of its 
own the imitation which we seeso often is bound 
to express itself in distorted ideas and confused 
aims and even may go some way to destroy the 
spmt of truth 

The conflict betw een the old and new life of 
India IS not confined 'to one or two divisions but 
extends over its whole domain Not only the 
matters of lofty importance as pnnaples and 
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ideals are in\olved but the trivial affairs of daily 
usage and custom and in regard to these a pecu 
liar responsibility rests with the women Nor 
must we glance at this aspect as being of slight 
consequence Although we ma> be emancipated 
and m a position to share the intellectual enjoy 
ments of our husbands and brothers and with 
them cultivate and learn to exercise public spirit 
yet women we remain with home as our centre 
our high place of honour where we find our best 
opportuuity and should find it our chief joy to 
shed sweetness and 1 ght And only as women of 
such a type can we hope to reach our sisters 
around us and be in a position to exercise a truly 
uplifting influence on their lives Othenvise we 
often see sharp divisions taking place between the 
older type of Ind an ladies and those in the modem 
ranks The former in coming to the homes of 
their young relatives and friends perhaps from 
a little Village where th“ modern ideas have scarce 
Ij penetrated find the ne v ways be vildermg and 
feel almost as strange as if they were in the houses 
of foreigners And on their side perhaps the 
modern > oung lad es are. making mental compari 
sons rather to the others detriment and feeltnw 
c\en a 1 ttleshameat thar old friends remmdere 
of other manners other times. That this is not 
just as It should be all are ready to acknowledge 
Such sharp divisions aretetj painful and harmful 
7 
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But the ncn order of things has come to remain. 
A fuH tide IS flow mg m and no checks can hinder 
itsadsance. And certainty so many of the new 
things and \v^ys are good and desirable — the acqui- 
sition by women of eicry branch of learning m 
which thej have their contribution to offer active 
interest m all kinds of public affairs which not 
withstanding what the anti suffragists may say to 
the contraiy, are sure to be bsncfilted by the 
special understanding which women will bring to 
them as a result of seeing from a point of view 
which man can never command freedom in social 
intercourse, where women ought to haw the lead 
jng place , the modem pleasant refinements m 
daily house hold matters. Ail these we cannot 
afford to do without and must zealously cultivate 
them It 15 equally true too that there is much 
of good in the old style of Indian hfe. 1 have had 
3 few fortunate opportunities of meeting ladies of 
the older type in their homes and have been 
charmed with their sweet goodness their self 
sacnfice,devotion intense family affection and have 
been strongly impressed with their supenor skill 
in domestic management. Very often they merit 
Tennysons tribute to just this type — 


‘Not learned save in gracious house hold way^ 
Not perfect, nay, but full of tender wants 
No angel, but a dearer being, all dipt 
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In angel Instincts, breathing Paradise, 
Interpreter between the gods and men, 

Who looked all native to her place, and yet 
On tip-toe seemed to touch upon a sphere 
Too gross to tread, and all male minds perforce 
S\vayed to her from their orbits as they moved 
And girdled her with music. Happy he 
With such a mother.” 

Europeanised modes of living have their charms, 
no doubt, but it is a blending of the two that will 
make the truest and sweetest Indian homes ; the 
epirit of the Indian Ufe and character should assi- 
milate the modem Western ways. Therefer^ they 
must be harmombusfy united. Can (his be done 
and how ? Only one thing is needlul but it is an 
all-important one. It is the cultivation of the right 
spirit in our new freedom, to hold before us and 
•carefully cherish as our ideal “a life of higher self- 
reverence, broader piety, more tender goodness 
purer purity, truer truth." !f this spirit be carried 
into all our ways and works many of, nay all, the 
■dangers which beset the path of women’s progress 
will vanish as if touched by a magician’s wand. 
Then although the coveted things will remain 
ne\v learning, new ideas, wider freedom, Europea- 
nised houses, ne\v forms of dress and manners, 
speed! and hospitality, the whole atmosphere which 
we create will be full of gentleness, a large tole- 
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ranee smccrit> and sfmplscit> Thus the true 
culture \mU take root and ^spread and bring forth 
abundant and goodi) fruiL 

And n*»tunH> in my nork t hich we to to do 
for others this truth applies “The spirit is the life” 
and onl> the cuUnation of the right spirit will 
produce in us those qualities of the soul b> nhich 
\ve can hope to reach the <ouIs of others for their 
upliftment. Those whom wc wish to help must 
realise in us something other than a wish to add 
on interest to our lives bj taking up social reform 
work or to do good as the dr> phrase goes. The> 
must actuall) gain from intact with us some 
realisation of a spiritual ideal whcreb> their inner 
li%esviillbe strengthened and ennehed md feel 
that from our hearts to theirs a simple warm— not 
condescending— regard flows out natural!) Other 
wise, bowc%cf hard wc may work e\en with the 
aid of high!) trained ability we shall remain at a 
distance from them and can c/Tect only a surface 
impro\ement in their condition and Iheir inner lues 
will continue blank md drear> as before. To 
compass this we must earnestly cultirate our o m 
soul life there must be the inner ms on holy' 
times when we sec deep into our own hearts and 
arc blessed with a revelation from the most High 
God and the lanit) of our hearts is melted 
and the\am shows of the world lose for us 
their false importance and becoming as bttle 
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children meek and lowly in heart we can see 
God 

Such a spirit must form the basis of all our 
■work especially of the ladies who have the pri 
vilege of belonging to the Brahmo Samaj which 
lias been primarily a religious movement The 
Brahmo Samaj has done p oneer work m the up 
raising of Indian women hard were the struggles 
aid severe the persecutions which the early 
Brahmos had to suffer in this cause. For the 
•emancipated aid educated womens new hfe jn 
India with old supers! Uons left behind useless and 
pernicious customs discarded age*old cruelties and 
wrongs over thro vn we may feel devout and ardent 
thankfulness to those brave souls The deep debt 
•of gratitude we owe to them can best be discharged 
"by infusing m us the devout spirit which was the 
rnotne of all their work The leaders of the 
Brahmo Samaj have oftci said and rightly that 
■religious reform must be the mam spring of all 
national activities and this applies with equal 
truth to womens activ It es Many earnest efforts 
haN-e been made for the spread of Brahmoism but 
the movement will never be permanent or wide 
•spread till it has taken firm hold of the hearts of 
women And here rests a great responsibility 
with us which we can fulfil ,f Brahmoism 
becomes a reality and a living inspiration 
of our hv « Then will the success of the Brahmo 
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Samij be ensured and also the whole work for 
women will be placer! on a sound basis, this Is 
true too of another aspect of religion that h, of 
morals Comte thoxight that the feminine character- 
istics of humanity best represent its perfection, and 
a great liaing writer on Ethics asserts that moral 
progress consists in the substitution of the feminine 
qualities for the masculine ones Humility, gentle- 
ness, obedience, lo\c, compassion, resignation are 
alt fcmlnmc airtues and a.s civilisation achanccs 
their supremacy will be increasingly acknowledged. 
These virtues arc a sacred treasure entrusted to oup 
keeping, which we must carefully guard for the 
good of humanity. In short, the best work of 
svomcn for women and the best and surest method 
of doing It is founded on our follow ing Shakesperc’s 
precept — .“To thine own self be true.” We should 
cuUiratc the true woman-spirit within us and good 
work must inevitable follow “.4s the night the day,” 
and it will be done without giving the least cause- 
of offence For the root of all these virtues is 
love which “doth not behave itself unseemly, 
seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 
thlnketh no evil, rejoiceth not In iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the trutlt" Even in the common things 
as dress, entertaining guests, house-management 
and decoration and such matters women’s spirit 
clearly expresses itself and becomes an influence- 
for good or othervv ise in a vvjdeni"" oircie. Small 
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though these things seem they reflect our ideas, 
sympathies '\nd ambitions with more distinctness 
md give 1 truer impression of our clnricter than 
perhaps any other phase of our life does To take 
the case of house decoration which is a lerj com 
mendablc and happ> phase of modem Indian life 
ifwe have a genuine growing Io\'e for the spint 
of beauty our wa)S and homes are sure to have 
grace and sweetness in them On the other hand 
mere imitation which makes itself evident m 
mcaniTiglcss displaj results in all manner of in. 
congruities and lack of harmonj The something 
nhich we call ta<te is not a technical term for 
artists use or something which can be donned as 
a fashionable garment on showy occasions but is 
a clear manifestation of the soul within — the 
evidence of a sincere lo\e and earnest cultivation 
of that which is true noble gentle and gracious 
There is so much work to be done for uplifting 
the womon of this land which can be best douc 
by their own enlightened and cultured sisters A 
widespread awakening has commenced among 
Indian women a vast field of opportunity offers 
for a great varietj of work and the times seem 
npe. Some are read> to receive and some to givre. 
Already in diflerent parts of the country mstitu 
tions have been started for giving manj kinds of 
assistance to women Especially I think of the 
one m Bombay the Sena sadan m which educa 
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tional classes are held practical instruction in 
several arts IS given, lectures arranged medical aid 
and advice are available and the purely social side 
receives careful attention They have also a hope 
of forming a kind of Sister hood of workers to take 
up residence in the building after the manner of 
the Women's University Settlements in England, 
which have become an established feature in 
philanthropic work there. The workers are to 
devote their whole time and energies to the 
different branches of the work going on m the 
institution and to make home visitation a means 
of help to man> How far the idea has been put 
into practice as yec 1 do not know but I can nell 
believe that the time will come when this will be 
a pretty generally adopted method of womens 
work for women The Sewa sadan is the only 
institution of the kind I have seen m India , 
there may be similar ones in other places and 
small or large, they are calculated to become 
radiating centres of light and progress And they 
are a double benefit for in the management of the 
work varied abilities are brought into action and 
a latent faculty for oiganisation finds scope which 
will go far to encourage public spirit in women 
which by and by is sure to be utilised increasingly 
for the public weak 

One can think of several kinds of work which 
might be undertaken , but I l«kve to others who 
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have a much more intimate knowledge of the 
exact needs of Indian women than myself to 
advance such schemes of work and practical details. 
My aim is only to emphasise in our minds one 
simple thought — that of the importance oCdfiH^ 
tjcfore In out anxiety that evils should 

cease and to help the advent of a brighter day, we 
are tempted to attach primary importance to the 
thought of what we can do for others, whereas 
what we can be to them is of infinitely more 
value. Good works will grow out of self-culture 
as its flower and fruit and “the unconscious and 
indirect philanthropy of faithfulness to ourselves 
is often the best and furthest-reaching.” 


Mrs. Hemanta Kumar Chaudhurl, next 
addressed the meeting in Hindi and made an 
earnest and impressive appeal for more vigorous 
measures on the part of the Brahmo Samaj for the 
amelioration of the condition of \\ omen in India, 
She was followed by Mrs. Sarojinee Naidu, who 
gave an eloquent address in her e.xquisite style. 


Babu Hem Chandra Sarkar, M.A., of Calcutta, 
then read the following paper on“How to cope with 
■the growing needs of the Thetstic movement" 
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called upon to vindicate that Piith and hope bj 
past achievements and present symptoms 
People may justly ask what grounds have we with 
our present rate of progress to hope that Our faith 
will one day spread over the whole world? We 
ourselves should periodically make searching 
re\ lews of our position and prospect Is our past 
history and present situation such as would reason 
ably entitle us to believe that ours is to be a world 
religion ? 

To be frank our present situation does not 
lend much support to our noble ambition on behalf 
of our church you will please note, that here I 
am speaking Of our church and not of our 
faith The outstanding feature of our movement 
at the present time IS VN ant weakness inadequacy 
Our movement does not look except in the ey e 
of faith as one of youthful energy exuberent 
enthusiasm militml power We have not as 
y et approached the thcshhold of a career of world- 
conquest We cannot yet think of a serious foreign 
mission We are not able to meet the crying needs 
at home. These arc hundred avenues of useful 
service opened at our very doors but we have 
neither the men nor the means to utilise them 
From every quarter comes the cry , give us men 
give us workers give us materials, and we are 
meeting it either with silence which is often mism 
terpreted as indilTerence or a point blank non- 
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of propagandist enthusiasm which was not un 
worthy of the great cause. Indeed the missionarj 
enthusiasm of the early days of the Brahmo Samaj 
IS a noble and creditablee pisode in Us history 
Samaj and many of the incidents of that memor 
able era can compare fa\ourabIy with the wonder 
All record of devotion and sacrifice m the history 
of the spread of Buddhism and Christian ty Our 
missionarie some of whom are happily still with 
ms travelled hundreds of miles, laboured under 
chronic and cruel privations often without food for 
dajs with no change of dress no place to lay 
their head under The memory of the sacrifices 
and sufienngs of that glorious band should be 
handed do vn to the posterity among the most 
precious legacies of our church 

But s nee then a strange and what is to mean 
inexplicable shrinkage in miss onary enthusiasm 
has come upon the Brahmo Samaj That high 
ardour that eager desire to consecrate one s 1 fe to 
the service of the Church has been vis bly and 
steadily on the decl ne in our midst and it seems 
likely that when the few veterans whom God m 
his mercy has yet spared to us w ill pass away we 
shall be like sheep without a shepherd I shall not 
attempt to analjse here the causes wli ch ha\e led 
to this deplorable decline of the missionary spirit 
in our midst That is a subject requiring in its 
importance and vastness separate and careful 
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possumas. If the w ords of the prophet, the harvest 
indeed is plenty but labourers fe\v were ever tnie,they 
are now and here v\^th Ui in the Ilrahmo Samaj 
The most obvious fact belbre us is the inadequacy 
of our resources in comparison inth our great 
needs Ani it is incumbent upon you Brother 
delegates as the chosen representatives of the 
Theisttc organisations of the land in conference 
assembled to devise means for adjusting the 
balanca 

A progres ivc word religion like ours should 
and must be able to enlist in its service a continuous 
and ever increasing army of men and women The 
early history of Buddhism Chnstiani^ and 'Maham 
madanism hold before us concrete examples of the 
missionary activities of a militant church. The 
earlv day's of the Brahmo Samaj were notattogethcr 
unworthy of Its great niu>aion Raja Ram Alohan 
Roy showed an example of a whole hearted devo- 
tion which spared neither wealth nor eneigj 
neither bodv nor mind culminating in premature 
•death in a far off foreign land brought about, it is 
believed by overwork aggravated bj actual 
poverty and anxiety Maharshi Devendra Nath 
inaugurated a hopeful era of enthusiastic mission 
aiy activity which was la^Iy expanded by 
Brahmananda Kesbob Chandra Sen and his 
worthy lieutenants. The foundation of the 
Sadharan Brahmo Satnaj saw a laudable outburst 
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of propagandist enthusiasm which was not un- 
worthy of the great cause Indeed the missionarj 
enthusiasm of the early days of the Brahmo Samaj 
IS a noble and creditablee pisode in its history 
Samaj and many of the incidents of that memor 
able era can compare fa\ourably with the wonder 
ful record of fjev'otion and sacrifice m the history 
of the spread of Buddhism and Christianity Our 
missionarie some of whom are happily still w ith 
us tTa\elled hundreds of miles^ laboured under 
chronic and cruel pnvatious often without food for 
days with no change of dress no place to lay 
their head under The memory of the sacrifices 
and sufferings of that glorious band should be 
handed down to the posterity among the most 
precious legacies of our church 

But since then a strange and what is to mean 
inexplicable shrinkage in missionary enthusiasm 
has come upon the Brahmo Samaj That high 
ardour that eager desire to consecrate one s life to 
the service of the Chureh has been vis bly and 
steadily on the decline in our midst and it seems 
hkely that when the few veterans whom God in 
his mercy has yet spared to us will pass away we 
shall be like sheep without a shepherd I shall not 
attempt to analyse here the causes which hare led 
to this deplorable decline of the missionary spmt 
in our midst. That is a subject requiring in its 
importance and vastness separate and careful 
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at whose call our lethe^, our vulgar worldliness 
. our little-minded absorption in the pursuit of the 
tinsels of earth will pass away and we shall once 
more learn to feel with our ancestors, 

"He is his great object in life. He is his 

most precious treasure. 
He is his one goal, he is his supreme joy.” 

What is needed to day is a powerful and per- 
sistent call for the consecration of life to the service 
of God. We must have a band, an army of 
devoted men and women to whom the one passion, 
the one joy of their life will be to uphold the banner, 
to spread the message of the Brahmo Samaj. It 
has become a well known saying in the Brahmo 
Samaj that every Brahmo is a missionary. That 
is certainly what it ought to be, and to some extent 
it was so in the past A very large share of the 
work of the Brahmo Samaj ivas done by men and 
women who were not professed missionaries ; and 
I shall hope that in future also it will be so. But 
a religious movement, with a serious mission can 
not go on without a r^lar oj^nised body of men 
and women whose exclusive work will be to look 
after its work, A vast expansion of the missionary 
force of the Samaj is essential, if its ideals are not 
to remain a mere dream, an idle talk. 
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examples m our community! The Brahmo Samaj 
IS not a nch community but poor as ue are ne 
could also produce among ourselv'es tjpes of the 
blessed widow who brought her last mite 
at the alter of God of th« woman who stripped 
herself nahed to gi\e her only belonging in response 
to the call of the master I have been greatly 
puzzled o\er this strange barrenness of the 
Brahmo Samaj — a libera! faith with such illiberal 
heart an open tongue with a close fist Some- 
times I am inclined to believe that Brahmoism 
instead of enlarging over hearts has perhaps con 
tracted it instead of making us generous has made 
us mean EUe how are we to account for this 
dearth of liberality m our midst We have but a 
few missionaries and we do not pay them at a 
lavish scale practically we have nothing of what 
IS called a mission and yetthere is a chronic cry 
of deficit everywhere we meet with the same 
sorry spectacle of most urgently needed beneficent 
works pampered or totally stopped for want of 
funds The Theistic movement of India by the 
grace of God ^ as become a well known oiganisa 
tion with a h gh prestige of its own I think we 
might say that of all the religious bodies of India 
to day the Brahmo Samaj is the most widely 
known and universally respected throughout the 
civilised world But if any one were to analyse its 
annual budget of income aud expenditure he could 
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not but be ashamed Leaving alone anj com 
panson with the rehgious bodies of the ^^est, the 
Brahmo Samaj stands in a very unfavourable h-^ht 
even among tlie other religious organrsations of 
India of the present da> in iti* financial aspect We 
cannot refute the cbaige that we spend too little 
for our relig on Man> of >ou are aware that it 
vvas not possible to include in the rules ofthe 
Sadharan Bralimo Samaj a clause requiring the 
members to paj, a subscription of one per cent of 
their income to the Samaj And yet one of the 
ten fundamental conditions of membership m the 
Ar^a Samaj is to pay a subscription of ten per cent 
to the Samaj In my travels through th** Punjab 
I vvas repeatedly struct in being pointed out not 
in one place, not m one ciij but m town after tovvm 
magnificent bu Idmgs mandirs or schools as the 
gift of one single individual If jou open any 
denominational paper of any European countr> 
you will find in everj issue oumerons bequests to 
church institutions such benefactions were not 
altogether unknown in our country also But it is 
curiously significant that in the history of the 
Brahmo Samaj such legacies have been so rare. 
There has not been a single case I believe with 
the noble exception of that of the late Sirdar 
Da>al Singh Majithia of Lahore who bj the way 
was not an anushthanic Brahmo of a member 
leaving at his death all his belongings for the 
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Jxrnefit of hij. church The lai^est d rcct bene 
faction to the church will perhaps be the one 
announced the other day m the papers \iz that of 
5eth DamodardiJ. Govirdhandas Sukhadwala of 
Rombaj who with the young Rajaof Pithapur 
shares at present the distinction of being the most 
generous benefactors of the Thcist c movement in 
India. 

With these facts before us 1 think we cannot 
but admit that we give too little to our church 
Yet I would not accept the conclusion to which 
they may justly lead viz that religion is not the 
uppermost thing in our heart I do believe that 
of the Drahmo Simaj as a whole it might be said 
that no rel gious body of the present is more 
earnestly concerned about religion than it Tlie 
fact seems to me to be that we have not thought 
seriously about our individual respons bilities in 
th s respect wu have let the matter dr ft on think 
ing each of us that others \ ho are m a more 
affluent condition than himself w U do what is 
needed A wrong tradition has most unfortunately 
been establ shed m our community We have had a 
very noble and commendable standard gro vn up 
in our midst as to individual loyalty to the 
principles and ideals of the church Hundreds of 
men and women m our m dst have not shrunk 

for a moment to make the tremendous sacrifice of 

the heart— be ngcut off from father mother friends 
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home, socictj for the of Hie r principles , and 
j*c» the wry same men and women have been 
vrintinp when faccrJ with the fir Jess di/Hcult 
sncfificc of the pun.e Of course there are Iionour 
able csccptions Hut I am spcakinfi: onI> of tJie 
pcncnlit) now I have not time to analyse the 
cause of this anomal} what I w ant to submit before 
j’ou brethren is that this wrong and ruinous 
tradition must be changal we must resolve to 
spend more largely for our religion if it is to be the 
power the leaven for the lieltcrmcnt of our land 
fotthegood ofliumanit) whichwewish it to be. 
Our present contributions arc fir too inadequate 
in comparison with our needs I hnow that there 

14 room for some cconom> that with a more 
judicious organisation with closer and more 
Iwrmon ous coKirdination of the exist ng resources 
some saving m ght be made but I have not 
thouglit It necessary to take notice of it here that 

15 after all very insgnificant. WJiat is most 
urgentlj needed is a large increase in the amount 
of our contributions to the church \^e must 
recognise that what 1 e have been so far spending 
for our re! gion is uttcrl> inadequate for the needs* 
shamefully unworthj of our ideals. To make the 
resources adequate to our needs we must eadi on'* 
of us make a solemn inward resolve that hence 
forth 1 si all give to mj church a great deal more 
than I have been doing Let there be a high ideal 
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Hrethren for a large sacrifice in the BrahmoSamaj , 
othermse I do not see an> hope of realising our 
high ideal Let as many amongst us as can con 
secrate themscUes to the service of the church 
and others ^ho do not <ee their way to such a 
course let them contribute liberally to the funds 
of the Samaj Let a new standard a new tradition 
of sacrifice grow in our midst Things cannot 
stand where they are ue must adjust our balance^ 
we must square our contributions to the large and 
growing nee Is of our Church 

On the 28th evening there w as a public meet 
mg under the auspices of the Conference which 
was largely attended The proceedings com 
menced with a short praj'er offered by the Presj 
dent Babu Rajani Kanta Guha M A Babu Benoyen 
dranath Sen and Dr D N Malhk then addressed 
the meeting Mr T L. Vaswani ar a. had sent 
the following paper wh ch was read by Mr Benoy 
Mohan Sehanabis — 


A SOCIAL INTERPRETATION OP RELIGIO^r 

Sjstematic theology has approached the Truth 
of Rel gion from two stand points— the dogmatic 
and the speculative. 

The dogmatic view point was right in so far 
as It emphasised the great idea that the mtnmuw 
honum of life is salvatjau interpreted as the bealtjic 
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Vision of God But it erred m so far as it cano 
nised iradition ignoring the Living Original of 
Truth Its antique philosophy its artificial argu 
ments its assumption of the infallibility of dogmas 
fail of their appeal to the modem mind Neither 
the Church nor the philosopher (Aristotle) can 
be our final Court of appeal and we but smile as 
we read the reply given to the young man who said 
that he had seen the spots on the sun — the reply 
which IS thus recorded — My son said the priest 
I ha\e read Aristotle man> times and I assure you 
he sa) s nothing of spots on the sun The dog 
matte stand point is discredited 

The second vtev—-the speculative approach to 
the problem of Rel gion — is associated with many 
honoured names in modem philosophj the most 
distinguished of them being that of Hegel who 
defines Religion as the knowledge possessed by 
the finite mind of its nature as absolute mmd 
The speculative or intellectualistic mcw does well 
to show the importance of the wqy of knozvhdge 
Intellect has its high and honoured place in life 
and therefore in systemat c theology Surely 
Benjamin Kidd went too far in his critique of 
Buckles theory of human progressuhen he argued 
that intellect had no survival value ! The religious 
conception of th“ Universe must accept the cha 
llenge of the intellect the theistic world view 
must be rational 



C •» J 

iJvit what tlic spccufitivc or intcllcctuaJistiC 
theorj is tint thought or intellect is nn ex- 

pression ofiivrn/io Andlhe Truth of Religion, 
I maintain, must be approichctl to-rla) from the 
social or /utnamsUc pome of iirr And this for 
set cnl reasons. Consider the follow in" — 

'fhc di/Tcrcntia of man is not mtclligence but 
/trsonaIiij> mvolvin/j the two clnracterisucs of 
sel/-onsaoisfess and sel/ Jetcntuf/ihon And per 
sonahtj is constituted by sccialsij Tjchtc has 
well declarctl man would not be rational or human 
he sscrc isolated ” 

For a long time truth has been regarded as 
asjstcmof abstract concepts. Hut truth vvould 
not be what it is— a sjfstem an artieuhled organism 
ofexpenen«— ifit wereagroup of abstract con 
cepts Truth is reality , and the rt xl functions , 
and what function has pir/i/e (uhich is more than 
for human life. I ser> truth has a social 
la'jir, a saluc for human hfe and escij mosc 
ment of Reform such as the IJrahmo Simij must 
justify Its txistcncc by meeting the challenge of 
the question \\h3l is it doing to secure a 

to the supreme ideal which is not 
a static concept but a Djiiamic Rcalitj perpetuallj 
operating for the uplift of man ? 

Morality too has soaal I’aJue the good Amc 
tions it lues and grows the evil decajs and 
passes away being transmun^l into the stuff of 
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good the evil c-innot adjust itself to the eternal 
incur environment Duty is it is what 

we owe to the Social Organism of which the Life 
Principle is God The moral must be socialised 
else It becomes individualistic anarchic. Kant 
had to overcome the individualism involved m his 
theory of the autonomy of the will when he 
formulated his moral Law — Act at all times 
■from a maxim fit for universal law Conscience 
IS a consciousness of the fact-^the sacred fact — 
that ive share in the life of a mystical Social Whole 
that therefore to seek pnvate selfish ends is to 
eommit moral suicide 

This social reference must I maintain receive 
■special recognition in the realm of Religion It 
IS a profound truth disclosed by studies in Socio 
logy that Religion develops as social consciousness 
Religion docs not apper as an incident an epi 
■phenomenon in the history of man Religion 
IS a ckaracttristic funcuon of Race consciousness 
•developing as Art Science Literature, Government 
And the f inction of rel gion — its purpose in the 
econoTiy of world-evolution — is to check the forces 
■of dcgenention winch appear in the social process 
of the time life we— children of the eternal— are 
called upoi to hve By controlling instincts 
by training emotions bj co ordinating intellect 
with intuition by developing Willpower Religion 
as a powerful reaction against de scneratiot: 
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over emphasis of tradition by orthodox Hinduism 
led to the Brahmo Samaj. But the time is come 
to recognise in a !a^c measure than we have 
done so far that these tiadihons treasure great 
truths which are eternal The rationalisttc vvaj of 
interpreting the old dispensation must give waj 
to the evolitionary one we must not canonise 
tradition but neither must i e reject it We can 
subm t to no dogma of the past but neither must 
we Ignore the truth that these dogmas have their 
source in certain spiritual experiences of tlie race 
—•a long lued race— which is vital still In many 
quarters to da} our brethren fght shy of Hindu 
ism Let me make a bold confession I am 
not ashamed of the word Hindu The name 
Hindu carries with it for me a privilege more 
precious than words ma} tell As with years I 
grow to understand more and more the shaping 
spirit of the Hiidu race consciousness — its 
sjnthetic genius its ardour for the Absolute its 
mystical msght into the Unseen its love of the 
interior life its > earning for the eternal immanent 
but not immersed m the stream of tune — I am 
grateful for the great heritage vouchsafed 
me as a member of tlie ancient Hmd race and 
I should wish for no better summing up of my 
life than this — 

“He died a lover of Jthc Hindu Race and a. 
seeker after Brahma. 
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Old ccclcsiasticjsm ts gvvrng \s’aj to new 
■nationalism , ind the time is come for us to study 
to the Social roots of our religion Our theism 
should be more reforming less aggressu’e more 
Eastern less ratioml stic, more filled « ilh the spint 
of him ^\ho said he came to fulfil and not to des 
troy, less infected uiih the notions of the iSth 
■centuiy “Enlightenment which ido!i«ed critical 
reasoning and ignored constructive Reason — the 
higher Reason charged with fiith and Intuition 

('•) We must develop Church Consaousra^ 
I am afraid our 'church*consaousness is weakening 
year after year Oor cry for faith is dmne no 
less dnine is the souls yearning for Freedom 
FeUoushtp and SoUdant/ We needs must re 
member that the individual life is shaped by 
collective life. The craving of the old Hindu 
lieart for feho vship woth the pure and devout — the 
craving for 5'tfr 5'<T/r^ must be developed if we are 
to make our theism rich vital prt^ressive- The 
more I think of it the more 1 feel that we have not 
yet out-grovvn the viUta individualism of the early 
part of the last century — theindividualism which 
regarded society as merely external We must 
recognise the truth that oor deeper «;elf is realised 
in sat san^ To quote the words of a distinguished 
English divine — “Our weak faith may at times be 
permitted to look through theeye of some strong 
soul and *it may thereby gam a rense of the 
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ceitamt) oi spiritual things which before we had 
not The groivth cf re/tjzffus tndmdualtsm in 
the Brahmo Samaj is penfous and the earlier we- 
nse abo\ e it the belter for us and the Sacred cause 
Let us live as members of the vaster Social mind — 
let us live the larger life of the Spiritual Environ 
meiit of our Samaj and let our church conscious 
ness find channels of expression in united fimil) 
worship and theological colleges there is lack 
alas 1 of both 

(3) We must recover our lost corporate feeling 
Our divisions and lack of comb nation afibrd 
opportunities for adverse comment to our critics 
and are I am sure a matter of daily deepening 
regret to all who love the Sacred Cause. It is 
because so many m our midst approach religion 
from the speculative rather than the soaal the 
rationalistic rather than the humanistic stand point 
that we emphasise points of difference A beauti 
ful slok(t of Kabir has the following — 

The men who read and read big books 
Learn wisdom none the more 
He IS a sage who once has learnt 
Of Love the letters four 

Who need to temember th s sloKa of our great 
tnedisval sage O let there be a larger number 
of men m our midst to cry for the Wisdom of Lo e 
Without being dvslojal'to our distinctive deno 



L »=6 ] 


minations can ^ve not emphasise our points oj 
muon ^ The Eternal is patient of our differences , 
can ne not — members of the different sections of 
the Samaj — constitute one great Federation of 
Hindu Theists for the service of India and the 
glory of God? Surely with harmony of aim and a 
sincere desire to be loyal in our service and devo 

tion to One God ne can co operate m all social 
work for the uplift of the Land. And can we not 
also unite for uorshtp and as members of One 
Body adore the one without a Second? The unity^ 
of spiritual worship ratlier than the uniformity of 
doctrinal belief is our urgent need to da> In the 
clay the sections of the Saroa; discern their Unit> 
in diversity and realise that the} arc but as diverse 
wings in the many mansioned Home of the One 
Parent Spirit— in that day shall the Benedictions 
-which rest upon the Brahma Samaj be renewed 
and the New Church of God shall enter upon a 
New expansive period of her life for the help and 
healing of this Ancient people. Would I had the 
power to tell > ou Believers in the Theistic Dis 
pensation what the Samaj could do in the unity 
of worship and the solidanty of social work! Shall 
we not praj ? 

Toigive O Lord ' oursevering ways 

The separate alters that we raise, 

Tlie var> mg tongues that speak Thy praise.’ 
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( 4 ) W«j must n^al en a wrw sense of personal 
valu The Tlieism of the Brahma Samaj must be 
jn touch with life thi5 indeed is essentially 
involved in a social interpretation of Religion Tlie 
hje tines of the theistic faith must engage our 
attention more than the metaph> sics of belief We 
must I repeat social process our message 

must be more than a creed of culture more than a 
‘rational religion Mathew Arnold meant more 
thin his words express when he declared in his 
Literature ind Dogma — that he thought Messrs 
Moody and Sankey masters in the philosophy of 
history compared with Prof Clifford Touch with 
life gives more insight than academic invest gations 
The Samaj must be in touch with life — life not 
alone as it is reflected in the conventions of 
‘respectable classes but life as it beats its strong 
sturdy music amo ig the motley mill ons of the 
masses A medi-evnl stor> tells us of a priest who 
heard the voice of God calling him and he the 
pnestjcned where art Thou O Lord ? And the 
answer came I thy Lord am among the People 
Yes our Lord is among the people — among the 
masses \ horn ve have long n^lected I am afraid 
our masses are most miserably poor — poor in every 
way except m the potentialities of immortal souls 
All honour to Sir Narayan Chandavarkar Rev 
Shmde and others who work today for the 
‘submerged classes » Sucbmen are the real knights 
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or the Hoi) Spirit ;»nd when their number ffrous, 
thcSamij shall jjo forth tiithsunshinc in her heart to- 
bless and cle\ntc the fnotl£> millions of this Land. 

It IS necessary to add that oor work for th* 
misses must b- charged with i sense of th* infinite 
\-ilue of ciery soul The Sama; must develop a 
•.ense of personalit) in rndii her social institutions 
must all seek to draw out the life of higher 
emotions intellect and will This sense of the 
personal as distinguished from the eeonotfuc lulue 
of eiei) humin being must inspire her in her 
efforts to educate bois and girls to improve the 
condition of crimmil classes to crush the demon 
of dnnk to raise the status of women and charge- 
the democracy of the igc with the d> namic of the 
^al life. So mai the people know that the new 
church of God is cone to break— the words of the 
late Prof Caird are appropnate here — ^all the 
walls of division that have hitherto separated m 
dividuals families and natioris from each other”, 
for “she casts aside and utterly repudiates all the 
prejudices of rank and caste, of race and customs 
and bids men as simply men recognise each other 
as brethren 

(5) We must quicken some joungmentoa 
pare sense of the service of the God in man 

Lewes Dickinson in his "Letters of a Chinese 
Official” has a touching passage which I feel 
tempted to quote — 
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"When I review", he says, “my Impressions of 
the average English Citizen, impressions based 
on many years’ study, what kind of man do I see ? 
I see one divorced from nature but unreclaimed by 
art ; instructed but not educated ; assimilative 
' but incapable of thought. Trained in the tenet 

of a religion in which he does not really believe 

for he sees it flatly contradicted in every relation of 
life — he dimly feels that it is prudent to copceal 
under a mask of piety the atheism he is hardly 
intelligent enough to avow ; and what is more, his 
morals are as conventional as his creed.” 

I am afraid a similar remark may safely be made 
with regard to the average Indian citizen. Some 
young men are needed to stem the rising tide of 
secularism. Young men are the trustees of the 
future. Yet a good many of them are busy with 
many things except the one thing needful. Some 
of them are bold enough to confer the creed', of 
Nietzsche and say with him "Egoism belongs to 
the essence of the distinguished soul” ! "And verily 
to learn to love oneself is no command for to-day 
and to-morrow. Rathei of all arts this is the finest 
subtlest, latest and most enduring,” ’ 

This false theory of life masquerading under the 
concept of ‘Superman* has tickled the fancy of a 
number of our promising young men. It is the 
duty of our Samaj to build up a Band of Youn? 
Men loyal to the spiritual law of character which is 
9 



tte l^w of Service, Expansion of self through 
Soaal Service-this is the one supreme lesson which 
some of our young men mmt learn in this hour of 
our great n^d Dr Ames has a beautiful little 
temark in his 'Psychology of Religious Experi 
ence he says — The psychological criterion of a 
man s religion is the degree and range of his social 
consciousness And the range of social conscou 
SUMS IS widened with devotion to the good of others 
Selfsacnficeisselfexprcssion self realisation self 
expansion and blessed they „ ho are ready to pour 
cut their life on others . for they experience the 
joys of the Spirit which transcend mental and 
sslhetic pleasures as much as these transcend sens 
ual ease , they realise the truth that we are meant 
to live and work as sons of the Eternal Whose 
highest holiest human word is Anandz 

(6) But this social consciousness in order that 
It may be deepened and developed to its tree pro- 
porbons must be nourished by da,/y commumo,, 
cvith God 


The bhahti movement which under thePovidence 
of God was led by the pure and peerless Keshub 
chander nas the inward force which made the 
Brahmo Saraaj of his days a mighty forward 
movement For ever the law holds true No for- 
ward movement nithout an imvard movement Not 
till His Lo\e touch our social consciousness may 
\vehave the strength to and not till ive 
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surrender ourselves in self-empttness at his Holy 
Alter does He taVe us up and 611 us with His Great 
Breath to breathe benedjction and love on all we 
meet along the pathways of our life So it is that 
the great redeemers and burden bearers of the Race 
ha\e draivn upon the resources of the Unseen they 
have served and suffered believing that the Lord 
IS with them they have wandered in the wilder- 
ness convinced that they are not alone but that they 
follow Him who bnngs us through the dark to the 
gates of Light and through the death of the pass 
mg self to the life Eternal 

Sisters and Brothers of the Brahmo Samaj 
many and pressing are the problems of to day 
There is the economical problem there is the 
educational problem , there is the social problem 
there is the political problem underlying all these 
problems is the Religious Problem the problem 
of the relation of Faith to Science and Life And 
each may contribute something to the solution 
of the problem Each one has a duty to do a 
part to play function to fulHl a service to give m 
the economy of the universe each one can rendcf 
some service some can give their treasure others 
their talents others still their ttme—all their 
thoughts—for the service of the Sacred Cause. 
None so poor and weak but can tender some 
service. When the faraier m the story approached 
Tolstoy for help, Tolstoy put his hands in th 
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pocket but finding it empty said “Brother, I am 
sorry I ha\c nothmp to give and the farmer 
touched bj the afTectionate words of the Russian 
sage replied — Dut you»caUed me brother— that 
was a great gift." So it is that in small things 
and m great we can swathe Sacred Cause. Oh 
for a new Band of God s workers ready in mmd 
and rcad> in heart to uandcr from place to place 
as servants of the New Church. Raise Thou such 
a Band Eternal Sptnt * Raise Thou some in our 
midst who may make the venture of I’aith and 
enrol themselves servants of TTiy Church raise 
Thou some who may study to serve her and be 
rich to enrich her and be great to glonly her and 
be strong to give all to bear all to suiter all for 
her sake— even for the sake of the ne« dtspen 
salionofthy Spirit 

Tlierc are convening signs to show that we 
are on the border ofa New Age we witness the 
baptism of a New Humanity Asia lias awakened 
to the impact of Western Civilization Europe is 
beginning to be aware of the Call of the Last 
Scientific inventions and investigations and the 
larger spirit of toleration arc bnnging the nations 
and races within the zone of a common world 
intercourse and here in India you behold the mar 
vellous spectacle of the contact of races and religions 
of East and West In this great expenment to 
bring together diverse types of culture and reh 
gious ideals God calls die Brahmo Samaj to play 
a great part Will she give answer to the Call? 
The note of the Rew Age has been struck it is 
the note of Harmony World religions are seeking 
points of contact In tlie economic world too 
efforts are being put forth to have comb nation in 
the place of competitfon In the political world 
there is a tendency towards arbitration and the 
Palace of Peace is to be opened at the Hague in 
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1913 The time is aosptaous, and the uorM is 
wating to give response to the Message of Har 
mony And speaking to you from this obscure 
retreat in Sind let me ask Won t you rise to a 
vision of the Larger Work before > ou ? It is no 
provincial dialect in which my message wtU speak 
to you to^ay Won t you be loyal to the great 
heritage which is yours as members of the Theist 
ic Church ? Won t you remember that she is 
called to enter upon a new expansive period of 
her life ? Remember the new world civilization 
for wh ch the world cries with a piteous crj is the 
brotherly civilization— a civilization charged with 
the dynamic of Spiritual Idealism Remember 
the World Spirit summons the church to a world 
broad ministry in the twentieth century Will 
she be faithful to her World Idea her World 
Mission ? The day of tnal for her is come her 
hold on the public life is weakening her ranks 
show httle numerical strength and as the tide of 
secularism is rising the validity of her Ideals is 
being questioned as it seldom was before. The day 
of her tnal is at hand 

Do I speak in a pessimistic strain this time ? 
I tremble I do not despair I tremble lest ive 
betray the trust — the Sacred Trust. I tremble 
lest we forget the deeper world values of the 
Brahmo Church But^ the soul ivithin me sivells 
with a song of Hope that the World Spmt still 
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win press her in the service of the Raca Not in 
vain did the great Teachers from the diys of Ram- 
mohun Roy to those of the Maharshi and the 
‘Ministei* and the mystic Marumdar labour and 
suffer for the Sacred Cause. Great has been her 
share in the sunermgs which arc the seed of Pro 
gress , great too is her privilege to serve the Race. 
She asks us to enter the social process , she asks 
us to give up ^national pride and national hate , 
she mvites us to Ihevision of /fiivinnism the vision 
of the Holy Spirit in alt nations and all rac« and 
all religions She invites us to a Communion with 
the Sacred Past no less than with the spirit of the 
Living Present She calls us to Unit} Solidarity, 
TelloMship She calls us to the Service of the 
God m man Her music is not y ct over for still 
vihcn m} heart is uear> and I cry uitha mourn 
fuJ cry ‘tiU the last moon droop and the last tide 
fail and I wonder and wait like the sea still I 
catch as often I caught in my lonely wanderings 
in the West — the silver strains of her mystical 
mantra which I am tempted to quote as I close — 
Brahma Knpahi Kevalam Brahma Krtpaht heva 
lam Brahma Knpahi Kevalam 

Alone the Grace of God abideth 
Alone the Grace of God 
The Grace of God alone abideth 
And may that grace ajjide with you 1 



BUSINESS SESSION 1911 

The business session ot Ihe All Indis Theistic Con- 
Terence was held on the 29th December, 1911 at 7 to 
a M w ith the President in the chair A large number of 
delegates and visitors were present After Dmne Service 
wnducted by Rai Bahadur Madhusudan Kao of 
Luttacl. the President called upon the Geneial Secretarv 
ilabu Hemchandra Sathat to read the Annual Reoort 
and Accounts which will be found elsewhere Dr 
Accounts be 

Ir proposal was seconded by Dr D N 

Mull ck and was accepted unanimously 

The following tesolotion was then put from the 

Sdmg‘‘l“ **" 

The All India Theistic Conference offers us most 

loyal homage to Thetr Most Graaous Impenal Jlaiesh 

cs and invokes the blessing of God on their stJoifm 
in their Indian Dominions and on ibeit reign 

The second resolution which was also nut ,iv 
Chau and accepted unanimously was as foiled !1 
1 nat this Conference records with nrnfn.,w,ai 

|rhoftd%^re\is.'r.hr‘ofyS“ 

SSare^m-h^e Ssds ~~ 
.he SS ^ruSn^fuLS^^^ S'" 

mutees m the I cht of th-T^l ° Com 

received, be adopTrf "f fe Samajes 

Das. The Geneml Sectetat^^hi ‘’I R- K- 

tntion and the ConfeiS prSeSfl^' 
clause by elaus. The li« St adopM”„'Sn;' 
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tnously The second daase being taken up for con- 
sideration Sabu Pnisanna Kumar Das Gupta moved 
the amendment that the following wotds be added to 
clause 2 by organising an All Indu Theistic Mission " 
It was seconded by Babu Mahendra Kumar Sen Gupta. 
Babu Sarat Chandra Banerjee also proposed an amend 
ment. Both the amendments were lost and the clause as it 
was m the onginal diaft was adopted. As the discus 
sion was taking up much time Mr A.P Patro ofBerham 
pur (Ganjam) moved that tl u entire Constitution be put 
to vote en-itoc The proposal v.as seconded 1 ^ Mr D V 
Frakasb Rao of Cocanada and carried by a large majon^ 
and the foUovnng Conslitut on wua Gnally adopted — 

1 The Conference shall be called the All India 
Theisbc Conference 

2 Its object shall be promotion of Theism and 
service of humaoiC} by bm<*ng together its adherents 
from dideient parts of Indu on suitable occas ons and 
by other means. 

$ All persons duly elected delegates by any 
Theistic organisation and persons elected by tbe Standmg 
or the KeceptioD Committee of the Conference shall 
be considered tts members for the year following All 
Tnembers, except those who are missioaanes, shall have 
to pay a deleganoD fee of at least a rupee the Recep- 
turn and the Standing Committees, however shall have 
power to exempt any member fiom sneb fee at then 
discretion. 

4. The work of the Conference shall be earned on 
by a Staning Committee consisting of the Pres dent 
of the previous Coiife.eocc, ten members and one, or 
if necessary two Secreunes who ml] be ex-effiao mem 
bers. (Ten members to be fleeted ordinarily i from 
Bombay 1 from Madras x from the Punjab r from 
the U P or the C P.» r from Behar i from Assam and 
4 from Bengal) The Committee and the Secretaries 
shall be elected annually by the Conference and shall 
bold office nil the ajjpomtmjnt of their successors at 
the next Conference. 
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S The Standing Committee will organise the 
annual session of the Conference, Uep records of its 
proceedings, submit annual reports and accounts, try to 
give effect to the Resolations of the Conference and 
do any other woik that the Conference might fentrust 
it with- 

The stan-’ing Committee will have power to organise 
a local Reception Committee amsistmg of representa 
lives of Tneistic organisations m the province, where 
the Conference of the year will be held, delegating to 
It such of Its powers as it mil think fit, for co-operalioa 
in the work of the year 

6 The Standing Comimtlee in • consullabon with 
the Reception Committee shall nominate a President 
who shall be finally elected by the Conference 

7 Any change m the Constitution may be made 
at a general mean g of the Conference by a majority 
of two-thuds of the members present 

The fallowing other Resolutions were also adopted — 

IV Resolved that a permanent Reserve Fund be 
created with the surplus of the annual Conferences, out 
of which the Stanmng Committee will have power to 
spend an ^ount not exceeding Rs loo for current 
expenses 

Proposed by Dr D N MuIIicL 

Seconded by Babu Prasanna Kumar Das Gupta. 

Camed unanimously 

V Resolved that this Conference thinks it desirable 
that endeavours should be made to hold provincial 
conferences m the vanous provinces of India, wherever 
practicable 


Proposed by Dr V Rai 
Seconded by Mr Kolond Velu Pfllai 
Supported by Babu Lalit Mohan Das 
Gained unanimously 

VI Resolved that this Conference thinks it desir 
able to mvite the Intemabonal Congress of Liberal 
iteligion to hold a session in India at an early date 
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ftnd tbit the Standing Comoiittee bs requested to com- 
municate mth the lanous religious bodies in and 
outside India and to submit a report at the nest Con 
fcrencci 

- Proposed b> Dr D N MuHicJl. 

Seconded by Babu Rajant Kanta Guha. 

Supported by Mr D V Prolash Kao (Madras) 

M ,1 L. M Saloor (Bombay) 

VII RcsoUed that the standing Comtnittee be 
requested to take a census of the Brabmos m India with 
a special Teference to the educational requirements of 
(heir children. 

Proposed by Mr Kohnd Valu Pillai 

Seconded by Dabu Madhusudan Sen 

VIII Resolved that theCbnference cordially approves 
the Bill introduce by the Hon Babu B N Bose, to 
amend Act III of 1873 

Proposed by Mr A P Patro 

Seconded by Babu Rajehandia Chowdbun. 

IX. Resob ed that thisConferenee accords its support 
to the mam pnncples of the Pnmarj Education EiU of 
Hon Mr G K. Gokhale now before the Imperial Legts 
lative Council 

Proposed b> Mr Ram Knshna Rao. 

Seconded by Babu Lalit Mohj>n Das. 

Supportted by Babu Satis Chaodni Chose. 

X. Resolved that this Conference expresses its 
cordial sympathy with the efforts to uplift the depressed 
classes and commends the existmg organisations for that 
object to the Brahmo and PraiSiana Samaj"s for their 
hearty and liberal support. 

Proposed by BabipGura Das Chabiavarty 

Seconded by Mr R, R. Das. 

XI Babu Maheshcbandia Bhowmic moved that the 
Conference humbly prays that the Government may be 
pleased to allot a libenil grant towards the support of 
these Depressed Classes Missftm It was seconded by Mr 
Kalyan Swanu and earned unanimously 
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XII Jlr R.K. Das proposed and Babu Satis Cbandra 
Ghose seconded that Babu Hetncfaandra Sarlcar be 
appointed the General Secretary for the next year It 
was earned by acclamation. 

BabiT Rajamkanta Guha proposed and Babu IlaUt 
mohan Das seconded that Babu Devedsanath Sen be 
appointed the joint General Secretary for the next year 
The proposal was earned unarumo jsly 

The following gentlemen were elected members of the 
Standing Committee — 

Messrs V R Sbmde, R Venkat Ratnam A. C 
Mazumdar, Bhuban Mohan Roy, Biswanath Kar Nilinam 
Chakrabaity, Sudhiodranaib Tj^re, D N Mulhek, 
Rajatnath Roy and Sans Chandra Gbose 

A Vote of thanis to die Volunteers— Rroposed by 
Babu R K Guha 

A Vote of thanks to the Reception Committee- 
Proposal by Mr Koland Velu Pilbi 

A Vote of tUaks to the Chair— Proposed by Rev 
Braja Gopal Neogi, seconded by Babu Gurudas Chakra 
>-atiy 

A Vote of thanks to the Standing Committee — 
Proposed by Babu Lalitrooban Das 



SOCIAL GATHERING AND ADDRESS 
BV PROrESSOR OTTO 

The proceedings of the Conference ended wth 
■V Social Gathering in the Mary Carpenter Hall 
on the 29th ctenmg It was v-ery largely atten- 
ded both by ladies and gentlemen The ladies 
gave several concerts and Brahmo young men 
served refreshments to the guests All spent a 
\ery cnioyable evenmg An interesting feature 
of the evenings proceedings was an address by 
Prof Rudolph Otto of Gottingen giving his impres 
sions of the Brahmo Samaj 

In some way and degree, he said, there ivas 
a parallelism between the uork of the Brahmo 
Samaj here and of the stru^Ie of modem and 
liberal Theology against Orthodoxy and reaction 
in Germany He admired the strong and deep 
feeling and spirit of unity and companionship 
amongst the members of the Brahmo Samaj and 
could not see, that * individualism ivas overstrong 
amongst them as some friends were afraid of 
The effort to bnng the work from the educated 
and higher classes of Indian Society to the lower 
ones was most praiseworthy and had to be done 
by all means available, as any true and real church 
always bad to be built up from the bottom to the 
roof but that at the same^ime the Brahmo Samaj 
was quite right to make erery effort not to lose 
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hold of the educated classes, if it earnestlj meant 
to become the leader of India's religious and 
higher spiritual developtftent In this latter regard, 
it seemed to him that the intellectual and doc- 
trinal side of lhe^voTk might somewhat more be 
emphasised and worked out without neglecting, 
of course, the emobonal one which was so strong 
and deep in Brahmo Samaj — service and worship 
In this r^ard Professor Wcllinkar’s suggcssion 
appeared to him of highest importance that there 
should be one or more leading men of strong 
intellectual capacity specialty appointed to do 
the work of lecturing (Gaskell lecturer) ofworking 
out the philosophical and theological basis of belief, 
of educating preachers and teachers He admired 
and appreciated fully the value of English edu 
cation and thought with old Indian wisdom and 
culture. Still he ventured to suggest tf it might 
not be useful to supplement it from the side of old 
and modem German thinking too He hid seen 
the figures of Goethe and Schiller in the reading 
room of the City College. For people so well 
versed in English language and literature it would 
be only a short and easy way to read Goethe and 
Schiller in their own language and to have an 
experience of the world embracing wisdom of old 
Goethe and the moral power and pathos of Schiller 
from the very sources. Especially the w ide homi 
htic sermon literature of Betzius Friedrich Nau 
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mann, Domes Traub and so many others of 
modern liberal German preachers and prophets 
might help to enrich and enlai^e religious preach- 
ing and experience in India as they did now in 
Germanj He dared not to advise, as he was 
merely an outsider, but gave it as an opinion, 
if it might not be considered useful, to send 
out to Germany one or two young men, who after 
having finished thoroughly their Anglo Indian 
education, might study for one or two j ears Ger- 
man philosophy, most of all philosophy of religion, 
sociolog)' and the work of social reform and at 
the same time the historical parts of modem Ger- 
man theology giving an idea of that infinite and 
manifold religious and ethical experience m past 
and present, which quickens fertilizes and deepens 
ones own experience and which alone can save 
one from sinking into one sidedness and poverty of 
religious thought and feeling He wished to the 
Brahmo Samaj and to its wrork the blessing of Him, 
“whom > ou seek and long for in the East, as we 
seek and long for Him in the West.’ 

Babu Heremba Chandra Maitra, on behalf of 
the assembly, thanked Prof Otto for his very 
valuable and suggestive address 
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36. Mr NiSit Chandra Sen ... 

37. Babu Rabmdra Nath Tagore... 

3& „ Sasipada Baneijee ... 

39. „ Sitanath Datta « 

4a „ Kali Narayan Ray ... 

4r „ Lalitmohan Das 

42. „ Gniucharan Mabalanabish 

43. „ Sisir Kumar Bose ... 

44. ,, Manisdra Nath Bose ... 

4$ „ Amnta Lai Gbosh 

46 „ Dhirendra Lai Khastgir 

47. „ Khiteendranath Tagore .. 

48 Dr R. C Nag 

49. Mr B 1 - Choudhury 

50. „ P K Ray Chiudbory ... 

31 „ S. C hlahalanabis ... 

.52 „ R.N Ray . ... 

53 „ U Ray 

54 n ^ • . 

<55 p S R. Das 

56 „ J R.Das ... 

57 - i» j C. Gupta ... 

58 Mis Cfaaralau Sen 

59b „ Stvamalat^ Das . . 

6a Dr D R. Das 

61 „ G C S>is 

62 „ B K. Chatterjee ... 

63. Prot Pai^h Nath Sen ... 

64. Mr iL ^Irs Svprasanna Ray ... 
65 Mr Jagannatb Rao 

66. „ H Bose * ... 

67 „ J M Bose _ 

68, „ K- B Dutta 

69. ,, J ,C Mukeijee- 2 

7a * „ R. N ^en L. 

yr, ,, H K. Ghoac 

72 ,, P K, Sen i ... 

73. „ S P Singha 

74 - •« I ^ 

75 „ M N a ... 

76. Dr Hiralil Haidar ... 

77 Miss H rose ... 

78. J 5 r M L. Mitra 

79. J „ Nilratan Sirkar ... 
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8’ Dunichand 

83 , D N Chaueqcc 

8^ >lr B D Dose 

8$ Babu Mahesb Chandra Uhowmik 

86 Mr and Mrs *K K Dutta 

87 Babu Mobendranath Sarkar 
8^ Juanecdranath Chattcni 
8 ^ Dr D N Malik 

90 Babu Sasibhushan Uutu 
97 PrasanoakumBC t)as Gupta 

ga Kanailal Sen 

93 Shymaeluran Sen 

94 , Hiralal Sarkar 

92 Rajinikania Guha 

96 Birendranatli Deb 

97 Kulada Rajan Ra> 

^ Mr S Y javcrc 

99 „ burendralat Ray 

loa Mr G nsl chandra l)cy 
tot Ur D Basu 
toa Bibu njo>krishna Bose 
to3 Si rendranatti Tagore 

104 Bamapida Chatterji 

105 Harakama Bose 

to6. StK.\ Mukeijee 
J07 Dr D C (ihosh 

198 I C Bose 

tog « I R i^y 

no. Ur S K Dalu 

III B-ibu Herambt Chandra Ma Ira 

If* Sealkoie Sadharan Brahmo Samaj 

i»3 Dancchnt, Bnhmo Saraaj 

1 14 Midnapur , 

tts- Blnptlpur 

fi6 Kajahmundry » 

117 Mynicnsng ^ 

115 Mangalore 

1 19 Ranchi „ 

t2u. Bangalore Cant a 

tst Kumtrkh-iH 

tS” lioml ay Pranham Samaj 

123 Cental Brahtno bama) 

l>4 Dina^pur » 

125 Burdn-an _ 

t26 \ inukund.1 Ptithana Samaj 

It? Deogbar Brthmo bamaj 
10 


2 0 0 
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to o o 
300 
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500 
500 
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400 
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2 o o 
too 



r 146 ]' 

• ■ y ' ' * ' 

I 3 & Narsapor Prarthaua Saaiaj ... 
139.! Ho^Tsb Brahmo isamaj 
130,, KaHoa ' . ^ 

I3t. ■ Bangalore City Brabmo SScnaj 

I3». Banbpur N.Tt. Saznaj 

J33. „ BrabTOoSaiBa) ... 

134. Uatisal „ " . ... * 

135. HydeiaMd (^nilh) Bnhmo Samaj 
I3&-, Cantur pTanbana Sama} ... 

137. Piuapni „ ... 

138. - Berhampof „ 
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isS. . Nanapur rrarthanaSamaj ... •••^.,5 ^ ° 

Jag.!' Howrah Brahmo Samaj ... ... > 3-0 o 

*3o.;Kaljna >■ .J, • . — ... 500 

iji. < Bangalore City Brahma Samaf ■•” ... 5 o t o 

13*. Bank^tpur H. I j. Samaj ... * ' ... ‘ 9*0 o 

133. „ Brahmo Samaj ... ^ 500' 

134. Barisal ... ... ... 10 d o 

»3S. Hyderabad (scindh) brahmo Samaj ro o o 

*36. ^ Guntur Pranhana &maj ... ... 5*o<‘0 

«37. .Pitiapar ■ ^ ... 3 o’O 

138. • Bwhampor ' ... • ... 5 o d 
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